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Dealer.com is proudly born from-and forever driven by-the inventive, 
convention-crushing culture of the state we call home. Cheers! 
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we re winning 
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DanformShoasVT.i 


From all of us at The Automaster: 
Thank you for your continued support 
Come in to one of our showrooms 
today and allow us to demonstrate our 
commitment to auto excellence. 


— ltu> 

jRuiorouuter 

A H f A n O f T Uf G II R V [ 

5528 Shelburne Road 985-8411 theautomaster 


Voted Best Shoe Store! 2012, 2013, 2014 


Experience the 

DANFORM 

DIFFERENCE 


Exceptional SERVICE, 
the BRANDS you love, 
at the right PRICE. 


BLUE 

JEANS 


PAIGE DENIM 
BELLA DAHL 
AG JEANS 
JAMES PERSE 
VINCE 
ELLA MOSS 
SPLENDID 
MICHAEL STARS 
J BRAND 
DL 1961 
CITIZENS OF 
HUMANITY 

7 FOR ALL 
MANKIND 

JEANS 


THE ORIGINAL 

BURLINGTON 

BOUTIQUE 

THANK YOU FOR 

23 YEARS 

OF SUPPORT' 





SEVEN DAYS 

sevendaysvt.com 


V ermonters don't just shop local. They eat local, listen local and 
play local. So if you're looking to do as the locals do — whether 
you live here or are just visiting — look no farther. For this 
annual best-of-Vermont guide, locals weighed in on exactly 
what they like. 

Brought to you by Seven Days, the state's alternative newsweekly, these 
pages buzz with only the good stuff. We call this guide "the Daysies," and 
our readers have been picking the best and the brightest in the field for 13 
years. Nothin' unlucky about that. 

Whittling down to the Daysies winners took two rounds of voting — from 
nearly 9,000 people who cast just shy of 590,000 individual votes. First, 
folks picked their favorites in 171 categories, ranging from brewpub to bank, 
ski slope to singer-songwriter. Second, we tallied the votes, selected up to 
five finalists in each category 

FOOD 6 iZSSES. „ 

HR INK Ifl vote once again. Because who 

10 doesn't like multiple choice? 

ARTS+ENTERTAINMENT 24 

QUtlDDIMP 19 sections. In Vermont, the 

drlUrrlNU OL largest population is inside 

nrnyiprP in Chittenden County, so it's 

OlKVIulO ‘JU tough for anyone outside of 

uri||i it to top the Burlington area 

IVIlUIH “"V (unless the category involves 

OUTDOOR+RECREATION 

• instances — say, bookstore 

or 'board shop — the swel I of 

votes for places not in Chittenden County justified separating the category. 
So that's what that means. 

With perennial winners, dark-horse challengers and new favorites, the 
competition always sparks good-natured rivalry and plenty of suspense. To 
keep things fresh as a Daysie, Seven Days writers named some favorites of 
their own this year. Best public bathroom for nooky? Look for that and other 
irreverent staff picks sprouting up throughout the guide. 

Congrats to all the Daysies winners (and almost-winners), and thanks to 
Seven Days readers for voting. You sure know how to pick 'em. 

—CAROLYN FOX 
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BEST NEW RESTAURANT 

WATERWORKS 

FOOD+DRINK 

Chittenden County mourned 
Winooski's original Waterworks 
Restaurant for years after it 
closed in the early aughts. 

When Pizzeria Verita co-owner 
David Abdoo announced plans 
to restore the restaurant in 
late 2014, Seven Days readers 
were so elated that a story 
about the revamp was one of 
the top-read articles of the year. 
Once opened, in December, 
the new Waterworks met with 
immediate fanfare: Prime-time 
reservations at the nearly 
200 -seat restaurant were a rare 
score for months. Early reviews 
raved about the gorgeous, well- 
appointed space and elegant 
cocktails, and during Vermont 
Restaurant Week in April, pastry 
chef Nicole Maddox took the 
grand prize at the Sweet Start 
Smackdown. So save room 
for dessert after enjoying the 
kitchen's modern, approachable 
cooking with a mist-kissed view 
of the fal Is — if you can score a 
table. 
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BEST RESTAURANT* 


Hen of the Wood 

In 2013, Che beloved Waterbury restaurant 
duplicated its rustic feel, legendary wine list and 
creative locavore cuisine at Burlington^ Hotel 
Vermont. The bar is open for cocktails and craft 
brews until midnight. (55 Cherry St., Burlington, 
540-0534 ■ 92 State St, Waterbury, 244-7300, 



OUTSIDE CHITTENDEN COUNTY 

Blue Paddle Bistro 

This artsy eatery has a wooden canoe suspended 
over the bar and a devoted following for its 
innovative yet unpretentious cuisine. Think 







BEST NEW RESTAURANT 
(OPENED IN THE LAST YEAR) 

Waterworks 
Food + Drink 


Grab a seat overlooking the river rapids at this 
long-awaited restaurant within a former textile 



489-5699. thegryphonvt.com 
11 Center St, Burlington. 448-3961, 





Drop in and let Man 
make you a cocktail! 


nnuA 

for voting us 
into the finals 
of 14 categories! 

We are humbled 
b \ / the privilege 
of serving i/ou— 
with the panache 
of Paris and the 
value of Vermont, 
right in the center 
of town. 


LEUNIGS 
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"Best beer town in New England.” - Boston Qdx 


TWO lestauiants | ONE location 



CHURCH S COLLEGE ■ BURLINGTON • 863-3759 - WWW.LEUNIGSBISTRO.COM 


Business in the front. Party in the back. 

H Brewery opens at 1 1 :30AM everyday for lunch + supper. 

23 South Main Street, Waterbury, Vermont • prohibitionpig.com 


THANKS FOR VOTING OS 

BEST WINE SH0 

OVER THE YEARS!. 


P. HEESE TRADER S 

WINE SELLERS 

Your cheese & wine place. 

1186 Williston Rd., So. Burlington 
( Next to the Alpine Shop) 
802 . 863.0143 • Open 7 days 10am-7pm 
Web & Mobile site: www.cbeesetraders.com 
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BEST BREAKFAST/BRUNCH 


Penny Clnse Cafe 

The long lines are a testament to the unending 
popularity of this breakfast-and-lunch spot. 

Try the Zydeco breakfast— two eggs any 
style, black beans, corn muffins and andoullle 
sausage. (169 Cherry St,, Burlington, 651-8834, 
pennycluse.com) 

Other finalists: 

• Leunlg's Bistro & Cafe: 115 Church St, 
Burlington. 863-3759, leunigsbistro.com 

• Magnolia Bistro: 1 Lawson Lane, Burlington, 
846-7446, magnollabistro.com 

- Mlrabelles Cafe: 198 Main St.. Burlington, 
658-3074, mirabellescafe.com 

• Sneakers Bistro: 28 Main St, Winooski, 
655-9081, sneakersblstro.com 

OUTSIDE CHITTENDEN COUNTY 

158 Main Restaurant 
& Bakery 

Brunch is only on the weekend, but the daily 
breakfast menu, served til 11:30 a.m,, outdoes 
most restaurants. Choose from fruit-studded 
pancakes, 14 types of omelettes, breakfast 

Jeffersonville, 644-8100, 158main.com) 

Other finalists: 

■ Kismet: 52 State St. Montpelier. 223-8646, 

• Maxis Restaurant: 47 N. Main St, Waterbury. 
244-0910, maxlsrestaurant.com 

• McCarthy's Restaurant: 454 
Mountain Rd, Stowe, 253-8626, 
mccarthysrestaurantstowe.com 

- Peacham Cafe: 643 Bayley Hazen Rd, 
Peacham, 357-4040, peachamcafe.org 


BEST LUNCH 


Misery Loves Co. 

The open kitchen dishes out seriously imaginative 
food, from mushroom toast to Cubanos. In 2013, 
the fare earned these chef-owners a James Beard 
Award nomination. (46 Main St, Winooski, 497- 
3989, miserylovescovt.com) 

Other finalists: 

• Leunlg’s Bistro & Cafe: 115 Church SL, 
Burlington, 863-3759, leunigsbistro.com 

• Penny Close Cafe: 169 Cherry SL, Burlington, 
651-8834, pennycluse.com 

- Red Onion: 140 Church SL, Burlington, 865-2563 

• Zabby & Eirs Stone Soup: 211 College St, 
Burlington, 862-7616, stonesoupvt.com 

OUTSIDE CHITTENDEN COUNTY 

Prohibition Pig 

This destination restaurant serves the craft- 
beer-loving crowd barbecue-style lunches Friday 
through Monday. In the adjacent brewery, pair 
a house brew with a rotating selection of tacos 
and small bites. (23 S. Main St, Waterbury. 244- 
4120, prohibitionpig.com) 

Other finalists: 

• Peacham Cafe: 643 Bayley Hazen Rd, 
Peacham, 357-4040, peachamcafe.org 

• Plecasso Pizzeria & Lounge: 1899 Mountain 
Rd, Stowe, 253-4411, piecasso.com 

• Three Penny Taproom: 108 Main SL, 
Montpelier, 223-8277, threepennytaproom.com 

• Wllaiwan's Kitchen: 34 State SL. Montpelier, 
g 505-8111 


BEST PLACE TO GET 
LATE-NIGHT FOOD 


Kountry Kart Deli 

In the mood for Phllly cheesesteak at breakfast 
or bedtime? This famous Queen City deli serves 
its full menu from 7 a.m. to 3 a.m. all year 
round. (155 Main SL. Burlington. 864-4408, 
kountrykartdeli.com) 

Other finalists: 

■ Ali Baba's Kabob Shop: 163 Main SL. 
Burlington, 862-5752 

• El Cortijo Taquerla y Cantina: 189 Bank SL, 
Burlington, 497-1668, cortljovt.com 

• Mr. Mike's: 206 Main SL, Burlington, 864-0072 

• Nectar's: 188 Main St, Burlington, 658-4771. 


BEST OUTDOOR DINING 


The Skinny Pancake 

An eclectic mix of local meats and veggies are 
wrapped in crepes at this cafe that's beloved In 
Burlington and Montpelier. Salads, soups, 
fondue and espresso drinks taste even better on 
the patio. (60 Lake SL Burlington. 540-0188 - 
89 Main St, Montpelier, 262-2253, 
skinnypancake.com) 

Other finalists: 

• Breakwater Cafe & Grill: 1 King SL, Burlington, 
658-6276, breakwatervtcom 

- Leunlg's Bistro & Cafe: 115 Church St, 
Burlington, 863-3759, leunigsbistro.com 

- Splash at the Boathouse: 0 College SL 
Budington, 658-2244, splashattheboathouse.com 

- Sweetwaters: 120 Church St, Burlington, 
864-9800, sweetwatersvt.com 


BEST CHEF 

Eric Warnstedt, 

Hen of the Wood 

This six-time nominee for the James Beard 
Award for best chef in the Northeast earns 
his plaudits with farm-fresh fare enhanced 
with flair— and fire. (55 Cherry St, Burlington, 
540-0534 ■ 92 Stowe St, Waterbury, 244-7300, 
henofthewood.com) 

Other finalists: 

• Aaron Josinsky, Misery Loves Co.: 46 Main 
St, Winooski, 497-3989, miserylovescovt.com 

- Donnell Collins, Leunlg's Bistro & Cafe: 

115 Church SL. Burlington, 863-3759, 
leunigsbistro.com 

• Kyle Wescott, Junction at the Essex Resort 
& Spa: 70 Essex Way, Essex, 764-1489, 
essexresortspa.com 

• Phoebe Bright, Blue Paddle Bistro: 316 Route 
2, South Hero, 372-4814, bluepaddlebistro.com 


BEST RESTAURANT SERVICE 


Hen of the Wood 

The exceptional cocktails, carefully selected 
wines and memorable cuisine would be nothing 
without an able navigator. The servers here 
always rise to the occasion. (55 Cherry SL, 
Burlington, 540-0534 • 92 Stowe St„ Waterbury. 
244-7300, henofthewood.com) 

Other finalists: 

■ Blue Paddle Bistro: 316 Route 2, South Hero, 
372-4814, bluepaddlebistro.com 



BEST BREAKFAST/BRUNCH 

Outside Chittenden County 

158 MAIN RESTAURANT 
& BAKERY 

Few dishes scream "VERMONT!' louder than Shit on a Shingle (less vulgarly 
known as chipped beef and gravy on toast), served from a farmhouse 
kitchen. At 158 Main, chef Jack Foley serves a bangin' version of the 
old-timey staple —the perfect fuel for skiing — in a historic space in 
downtown Jeffersonville. Ifthat's notyoursteez, choose from a half dozen 
eggs Benedicts, which took this year's Daysie for Vermont's best beyond 
Chittenden County. While those items alone would make a respectable 
brunch menu, Foley's weekend spread offers a sprawling selection of 
omelettes, breakfast sandwiches, southern-style biscuits and gravy, and 
healthy egg-white scrambles. Breakfast is the most important meal of the 
day, and at 158 Main, it's also the most delicious. 


• Leunlg's Bistro & Cafe: 115 Church SL 
Burlington, 863-3759, leunlgsblstro.com 

• Misery Loves Co.: 46 Main St., Winooski, 
497-3989, miserylovescovt.com 

• Waterworks Food + Drink: 20 Winooski Falls 
Way. Winooski. 497-3525, waterworksvt.com 


BEST PLACE TO GRAB 
A QUICK MEAL 


Al’s French Frys 

The retro decor and fried fare are a throwback 
to the '50s at this spot named one of 'America's 
Classics" by the James Beard Foundation. Order 
at the counter, and your com dog, cheeseburger 
or chili dog will be ready In a jiffy. Don't miss the 
seasonal creemees. (1251 Willlston Rd., South 
Burlington, 862-9203, alsfrenchfrys.com) 

Other finalists: 

• Boloco: 92 Church St., Burlington, 658-9771, 

• City Market/Onion River Co-op: 

82 S. Winooski Ave.. Burlington, 861-9700, 
citymarkeLcoop 


New World Tortilla: 696 Pine St., Burlington. 
865-1058, newworldtortilla.com 
Zabby 8< Elfs Stone Soup: 211 College SL, 
Burlington, 862-7616, stonesoupvt.com 


BEST PLACE TO EAT ALONE 

City Market/Onion 
River Co-op 

Although the glass walls suggest "fish bowl,' 
anything goes in the busy cafe at City Market. 
Customers feast on sandwiches, salads and 
sushi in the separate eating area at the front of 
the store. In summer, there are outdoor tables, 
too. (82 S. Winooski Ave., Burlington, 861-9700, 
citymarkeLcoop] 

Other finalists: 

■ Leunlg's Bistro & Cafe: 115 Church St.. 
Burlington, 863-3759, leunigsblstro.com 

• New Moon Cafe: 150 Cherry St., Burlington, 
383-1505. newmoonvt.com 

• Pingala Cafe & Eatery: 1 Mill St„ Burlington, 
540-0110, pingalacafe.com 

- Zabby & Elfs Stone Soup: 211 College St.. 
Burlington. 862-7616, stonesoupvLcom 
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THANKS FOR THE VOTES! 

Fresh, Affordable, Authentic Thai Food! 

Take Out • BYOB • For a full menu visit: tinythairestaurant.net 

24 Main Street, Downtown Winooski, 655-4888 

M-F 1 1 :30am-2:30pm / 4:30-9:30pm / Sa-Su 1 1 :30am-9:30pm 



co/neJmF 
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RIVERSIDE SEATING | LOCAL PRODUCE | WOOD-BURNING OVEN 
GREAT ITALIAN FOOD | OUTSTANDING SERVICE 


3 MAIN ST. MONTPELIER. VT I 802 223 0229 I WWW.SARDUCCIS.COM 



SOUTH HERO, VERMONT 


We are honored to be nominated for: 

• BEST RESTAURANT OCC • BEST CHEF Phoebe R. Bright 
BEST RESTAURANT SERVICE • BEST STEAK OCC 




Owned and operated by Chef Phoebe R. Bright and Mandy Hotchkiss 
Home of The Paddle Pups: Wyeth, Watson & WyNott 

Serving Dinner & Weekly Live Music I 802.372.4814 I bluepaddlebistro.com 


Blue Paddle 
Bistro 




§ 
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BEST THAI RESTAURANT 


Tiny Thai Restaurant 

The dishes here — Including papaya salad, tom 
kha. ginger chicken and krapow stir-fry — take 
their cues from both Thai food carts and family 
tables. Ask for the authentic Thai menu. (24 Main 
St., Winooski. 655-4888. tlnythairestaurant.net) 
Other finalists: 

- Pho Hong: 325 N. Winooski Ave,, Burlington. 
865-8031, Facebook 

• Royal Orchid Thai Restaurant: 38 Elm St, 

Montpelier, 223-0436. royalorchidthalvt.com 

• Sukho Thai: 21 Essex Way Suite 210, Essex. 
878-2788. sukhothaiessex.com 

- Thai House Restaurant: 333 Swanton Rd., 
Hlghgate Common Shopping Center. SL 
Albans, 524-0999, thaihousevt.com 

• Wilalwan's Kitchen: 34 State St.. Montpelier. 
505-8111 


BEST CHINESE RESTAURANT 


A Single Pebble 

There’s no sign of General Tso in this authentic 
Aslan eatery. Chef Chiuho Duval’s tasting 

town. (133 Bank St.. Burlington, 865-5200. 
aslnglepebble.com) 

Other finalists: 

- China Express: 295 Shelburne Rd.. Burlington, 
865-2155. chinaexpressl.com ■ 30 North St., 
Burlington, 865-4888. chinaexpressdelivery. 

- Joyce's Noodle House: 5 Carmichael SL. Essex 
Junction, 288-9828, joycesnoodlehouse.com 

• Silver Palace: 1216 Williston Rd.. South 
Burlington, 864-0125, silverpalaceofVLcom 

• Zen Gardens: 7 Fayette Dr,, South Burlington, 
862-8885, zengardens-vt.com 


BEST MEXICAN RESTAURANT 

El Cortijo Taqueria 
y Cantina 

This taqueria from the team behind the 
Farmhouse Tap & Grill serves locally inspired 
tacos, burritos and entrees, along with 'wicked 
fly" margaritas. Order your takeout online. (189 
Bank St., Burlington. 497-1668, cortljovtcom) 
Other finalists: 

■ El Gato Cantina: 169 Church St, Burlington. 
540-3095 ■ 4 Park St., Essex Junction, 
662-4334, elgatocantina.com 

- The Mad Taco: 2 Village Sq.. Waitsfield. 
496-3832 • 72 Main St., Montpelier. 225-6038, 

• Madera's Restaurante Mexicano & Cantina: 

180 Battery St, Burlington. 657-3377, 

- Mexicali Grill & Cantina: 28 Walnut SL. Suite 
180, Maple Tree Place, Williston, 879-9492, 



BEST EGGS BENEDICT 


Maxi's Restaurant: 

244-0910, maxisres 


Trattoria Delia 

A romantic, firelit grotto setting and award- M 
winning wine list distinguish this Italian 
restauranL Try specialties such as antipastone, 1 
squid-ink spaghetti or osso bucco. (152 SL Paul 
St, Burlington, 864-5253. trattoriadelia.com) 
Otherfinalists: 

■ Junior's Italian: 85 S. Park Dr, Colchester, fl 

655-0000, juniorsvt.com 

• L'Amante Ristorante (Closing August 29, 

2015): 126 College St, Burlington, 863-5200. 
Iamante.com 

- Papa Frank's: 13 W. Center SL. Winooski, 
655-2423, papa-franks.com 

• Pascolo Ristorante: 83 Church SL, Burlington A 
497-1613, pascolovLcom 

• Sarducci's Restaurant and Bar: 3 Main St, Tl 
Montpelier. 223-0229, sarduccis.com 

BEST VEGETARIAN FARE 

A Single Pebble 

This authentic Chinese restaurant cooks up 
a mean mock eel. Lunch every day except 
Sunday, when it serves dim sum. Dinner 
nightly. (133 Bank St, Burlington. 865-5200. 
asinglepebble.com) 

Otherfinalists: 

• City Market/Onion River Co-op: 

82 S. Winooski Ave, Burlington, 861-9700, 
citymarkeLcoop 

• Plngala Cafe & Eatery: 1 Mill SL. Burlington, 
540-0110, pingalacafe.com 

- Revolution Kitchen: 9 Center SL, Burlington, A 

■ Zabby&Eirs Stone Soup: 211 College SL. % 
Burlington, 862-7616, stonesoupvt.com 

OUTSIDE CHITTENDEN COUNTY 

Kismet 

Find cuisine with a conscience at KIsmeL where I 
local and sustainable food is creatively prepared V 
and accommodating of vegetarian, vegan and 1 
gluten-free diets. For brunch, try the Benedict 
crepe — you won't regret IL (52 State SL, 

Montpelier, 223-8646, kismetkitchens.com) 
Otherfinalists: 

■ MINT Restaurant and Tea Lounge: 4403 Mali V 

St, Waitsfield, 496-5514, mintvermonLcom ^ 

• Tulsi Tea Room: 34 Elm St, Montpelier, 


staffpick 

BEST HOT CHOCOLATE 

LAKE 

CHAMPLAIN 

CHOCOLATES 

Vermont has four seasons: 
summer, almost-winter, full-on 
winter and please-God-make- 
winter-end. Hot beverages 
such as cocoa are thus 

vital to survival. 

Lake Champlain 

W Chocolates serves 

|jy the best cup in 
W Burlington —so 
f good you'll want to 
drink it all summer, 
MOLLY too. Steamed to 
WALSH perfection, it's just 
sw F sweet enough, with 
a rich chocolate 
flavor and the 

creamy goodness of milk. Real 
milk! This should be obvious in 
a dairy state, but cocoa lovers 
are often forced to drink the 
watery, powdered-milk dredge 
that comes out of push- 
button cocoa machines at ski 
areas and gas stations. Lake 
Champlain Chocolates serves 
the authentic article, topped 
with homemade marshmallows 
or real whipped cream — 
no spray cans! 

65 Church St, Burlington, 862-5185 
• 750 Pine St, Burlington. 864-1807, 
lakechamplainchocolates.com 


BEST COMFORT FOOD 

The Farmhouse 
Tap & Grill 

This award-winning gastropub offers farm-to- 
table burgers, housemade charcuterie, mac 
and cheese, and sought-after beers from near 
and far. (160 Bank St, Burlington, 859-0888, 
farmhousetg.com) 

Otherfinalists: 

Bluebird Barbecue: 317 Riverside Ave, 
Burlington. 448-3070, bluebirdbbq.com 
Misery Loves Co.: 46 Main SL. Winooski, 
497-3989, miserylovescovLcom 
Our House Bistro: 36 Main St, Winooski, 
497-1884. ourhousebistro.com 
Prohibition Pig: 23 S. Main SL, Waterbury. 
244-4120, prohibitionpig.com 


Sneakers Bistro 

Locals have frequented this retro cafe for more 
than 30 years. The weekend brunch, with its 
ever-popular Benedict is legendary, and the 
dally specials are always eclectic, (28 Main St, 
Winooski. 655-9081, sneakersbisto.com) 
Otherfinalists: 

■ Bleu Northeast Seafood: 25 Cherry St, 
Burlington. 864-8600, bleuvLcom 

. Leunig's Bistro & Cafe: 115 Church St, 
Burlington, 863-3759, leunigsbistro.com 

■ Magnolia Bistro: 1 Lawson Lane. Suite 10. 
Burlington, 846-7446, magnoliabistro.com 

■ Pearl Street Diner: 85 Pearl SL. Burlington. 
862-3220, pearlstdiner.com 

OUTSIDE CHITTENDEN COUNTY 

158 Main Restaurant 
& Bakery 

Six styles of Bennies on the weekend brunch 
and daily breakfast menus come with 
everything from crab cakes to corned-beef 
hash. Decision-making has never been so 
delicious. (158 Main SL, Jeffersonville, 644- 
8100, 158main.com) 

Otherfinalists: 

■ Kismet: 52 State St, Montpelier. 223-8646. 


Pho Hong 

The pho's the thing at this family-owned eatery. 
Don't feel like soup? Try the Happy Pancakes — 
crepes stuffed with shrimp, pork and onions. (325 
N. Winooski Ave., Burlington, 665-8031. Facebook) 
Otherfinalists: 

• M-Saigon Vietnamese Noodle House: 

370 Shelburne Rd, Burlington, 865-8383, 
Facebook 

• Pho Dang Vietnamese Cafe: 215 Main St, 
Winooski, 655-0707. Facebook 

• Pho Dang Vietnamese Restaurant: 9 Park SL, 
Essex Junction, 878-6699. Facebook 

• Pho Nguyen: 1130 North Ave, Burlington. 



BIGGEST 

TEQUILA- 
BAR IN VT 

Over 30 Margaritas 
Made Fresh Irom Scratch 

authentic mexican cuisine 


CANTINA 


STREET TACOS • POZOLE 

TAMALES • CHILI RELLENOS 


169 Church Street | Burlington | 803-540-3095 
4 Park Street | ESSEX JUNCTION (Lincoln Inn) | 803-663-4334 
EiGatoCantina.com | inlo@elgatocantinaxom 


Monday 10-5, Tuesday 10-6, Wednesday 10-6, Thursday 10-6, 
Friday 10-7, Saturday 10-5 £7 Sunday 10-5 


1160 Williston Road 83 Pearl Street 

South Burlington Burlington a 

802 9519000 802 862 7700 A 

www.leonardosonline.com 

ORDER ONIINF FREE DELIVERY CARRY OUT It 




THANKS FOR 

THE LOVE! 


BEST AUTHENTIC 

MEXICAN FOOD IN VT 
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FOODjjfc, 


Burlington Bagel Bakery & Cafe: 

992 Shelburne Rd.. South Burlington. 

Feldman’s Bagels: 660 Pine St, Burlington, 
540-0474. feldmansbagels.com 


BEST PIZZA (RESTAURANT) 

American Flatbread 
Burlington Hearth 


ARTSRIOT 
TRUCK STOP 


BEST BREAKFAST SANDWICH 


Kountry Kart Deli 

Whether you choose a Shiner, a Morning Riser or 
one of the 17 variations thereof, chowing down 
on these greasy treats Is a Burlington rite of 
passage. (1S5 Main St., Burlington, 864-4408, 
kountrykartdeli.com) 

Other finalists: 

■ The Bagel Place: 1166 Williston Rd., South 
Burlington, 497-2058, thebagelplacevtcom 

• Burlington Bagel Bakery & Cafe: 

992 Shelburne Rd., South Burlington, 
864-0236, burlingtonbagelbakery.com 

• City Market/Onion River Co-op: 

82 S. Winooski Ave., Burlington, 861-9700, 
citymarketcoop 

- Henry Street Dell: 11 Henry St., Burlington, 
864-1754, Facebook 


BEST BAGEL 


Myer’s Bagel Bakery 

A wood-fired oven bakes Montrbal-style bagels 
at this small South End cafe. Try them stacked 
with house-smoked brisket or turkey. (377 Pine 
St, Burlington, 863-5013, myersbagels.com) 
Other finalists: 

■ Bagel Market Bakery and Cafe: 30 Susie 
Wilson Rd., Essex Junction, 872-2616, 
thebagelmarket.com 

- The Bagel Place: 1166 Williston Rd, South 
Burlington, 497-2058, thebagelplacevtcom 


OUTSIDE CHITTENDEN COUNTY 

The Bagel 

Twenty different bagels are made from scratch 
each day at this cafe. Get yours schmeared with 

sandwich. (394 Mountain Rd, Stowe. 253-9943, 
Facebook) 

Other finalists: 

■ KC's Bagel Cafe: 17 Stowe St, Waterbury, 
244-1740. kcbagelcafewaterburyvtcom 
• Mtn Seasons: 4008 Route 108, Jeffersonville. 
644-5446, mtnseasons.com 


Flatbread topped with gourmet local and organic 
ingredients cooks before your eyes In an open, 
wood-fired oven. Pair It with Zero Gravity beers 
from the in-house brewery. (115 St Paul St, 
Burlington. 861-2999, americanflatbread.com) 
Other finalists: 

• Follno’s: 6305 Shelburne Rd, Shelburne, 
881-8822, folinoplzza.com 

• Junior's Italian: 85 S. Park Dr, Colchester, 

6 55-0 0 0 0 , j un iorsvt.com 

• Pizzeria Verlta: 156 St Paul St, Burlington, 
489-5644, plzzeriaverlta.com 


BEST CIDER DOUGHNUTS 


Cold Hollow Cider Mill 

This cider mill is a must-stop for locals and 
tourists alike. Gourmet magazine ranked its 
doughnuts — churned out by the hundreds every 
day, all year long — among the nation's four best 
(3600 Route 100, Waterbury Center. 327-7537, 
coldhollow.com) 

Other finalists: 

■ Chittenden Cider Mlll/The Mill Market & Dell: 

1580 Dorset St, South Burlington, 862-4602, 

• Hackett’s Orchard: 86 South St, South Hero, 

• Sam Mazza’s Farm Market: 277 Lavigne Rd, 
Colchester, 655-3440, sammazzafarms.com 

• Shelburne Orchards: 216 Orchard Rd, 
Shelburne, 985-2753, shelburneorchards.com 


OUTSIDE CHITTENDEN COUNTY 

Piecasso Pizzeria 
& Lounge 

Owner Eduardo Rovetto's parents came from 
Sicily and taught him well. Choose from hand- 
tossed, thin-crust pizzas with traditional and 
creative toppings. There are pastas, salads and 
entrees, too. (1899 Mountain Rd, Stowe, 253- 
4411. piecasso.com) 

Other finalists: 

■ The Blue Stone: 15 Stowe St, Waterbury. 

882-8185, bluestonevermontcom 
• Positive Pie: 219 N. Main St, Barre, 622-8051 
• 87 S. Main St, Hardwick, 472-7126 ■ 22 State 
St, Montpelier, 229-0453 • 65-69 Main St, 
Plainfield, 454-0133, positivepie.com 


Years after trending in bigger 
cities, the food-truck movement 
is finally alive and well in 
Vermont. Over the past three 
summers, the ArtsRiot Truck 
Stop in Burlington's South End 
has become a Friday-night 
ritual for hundreds of hungry 
locavores. Ditch your home 
kitchen — and invite your 
friends — to feast on burgers, 
southern-style barbecue, tacos 
and whatever else rolls in. Local 
favorites Dolce VT, Burger Bam 
and Taco Truck All Stars are 
regulars, and the rotating 17- 
truck lineup ensures that meat 
eaters and vegans alike will find 
something to suit thei r fancy. 
With food under $10, a drinktent 
with Fiddlehead IPA and Citizen 
Cider, and a convivial crowd, the 
Truck Stop is a good place to 
park yourself. 

400 Pine St, Burlington, 540-0406, 
artsriot.com 







A SINGLE PEBBLE 


Thank you. 

By popular demand... 
Our Chef Tasting Menu 
is now available for both 
lunch and dinner. 

Come and enjoy! 

Lunch even' day scarring at 1 1:30am 
Dinner nightly begins at 5pm 
Sunday Dim Sum 1 1:30 -1:45pm 



KQ UNTRY K ART 


Nominated for: 


BEST breakfast sandwich 

BEST late night eats 

-5 time winner of Best Late Night Eats- 


Everything you need from a 
Deli... and more with a large 
selection of deli sandwiches, 
subs, salads and beverages. 


Open 20 hrs a day (7AM -3AM), 7 days a week 


Breakfast Served All Day! K°«is°hin« 


Downtown Burlington, next to the Flynn • 155 Main St • 864-4408 

See full menu and online ordering www.kountrykartdeli.com 
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Wings Over Burlington 

Late-night hours and delivery options make this 

Doneless, comes in 25 flavors, from Wimpy to 
Afterburner to the Best-selling Honey BBO. 

(150 Dorset St., South Burlington, 863-9464, 
wingsover.com) 

Other finalists: 

■ Buffalo Wild Wings: 555 Shelburne Rd„ 
Burlington, 489-5083, buffalowildwings.com 
• Nectar's: 188 Main St., Burlington, 658-4771, 

- The Reservoir Restaurant & Tap Room: 


BEST SANDWICHES 


Burlington Bay Market 
&Cafe 






OUTSIDE CHITTENDEN COUNTY 

Max-tone’s Market & Cafe Vermont Cookie Love 



BEST FROZEN YOGURT 


BEST SUSHI 


Asiana House 

At this fusion-style Japanese spot the 
vegetarian makl and sushi bar are especially 
popular, as are the Korean and Thai dishes. 

(191 Pearl SL, Burlington, 651-0818 ■ 43 State St, 
Montpelier, 225-6180, aslanahouse.com) 

Other finalists: 

Burlington. 862-8828, asiananoodleshop.com 

Shelburne Rd.. South Burlington. 660-8976, 
kotoburllngton.com 

- San Sal Japanese Restaurant: 112 Lake St, 
Burlington, 862-2777. sansalvt.com 

- Sushi Yoshl: 1128 Mountain Rd, Stowe. 
253-4135, sushistowe.com ■ 1807 Klllington 







Voted Finalists 
in 8 categories! 


We sure feel the love! Right back at ya! 


Best Outdoor Dining 
Best French Fries 
Best Food Cart 

Best Bartender (Geoffrey Goggin) 
Best Bloody Mary 





shinniipancaHe.com 


3 YEARS 

QF DAYSIES WINNERS 

Now available online at 

sevendaysvt.com/daysies 
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Lake Champlain 
Chocolates 

This Burlington chocolatler has something for 
everyone. Order a luscious hot chocolate, 
take a factory tour, or grab a homemade maple- 
butter-pecan or salted-caramel ice cream. 

(65 Church St.. Burlington, 862-5185 
■ 750 Pine St. Burlington. 864-1807. 
lakechamplainchocolates.com) 

Other finalists: 


• The Chubby Muffin: 88 Oak St., Burlington, 
540-0050. chubbymuffm.com 

• Little Sweets at Hen of the Wood: 55 Cherry 
St. Burlington. 540-0534, henofthewood.com 

- Scout & Co.: 237 North Ave., Burlington 
• 1 E. Allen St, Winooski. 343-1218. 
scoutandcompanyvt.com 

OUTSIDE CHITTENDEN COUNTY 

Island Homemade 
Ice Cream 

Based in Grand Isle, this small-batch biz 
creates basic flavors such as French Vanilla 
and Chocolate Supreme and quirkier ones 
including Vermont Maple Bacon and mojito 
sorbet (64 W. Shore Rd.. Grand Isle, 372-6266, 
islandhomemadeicecream.com) 

Other finalists: 

■ Chill Vermont Gelato: 32 State St., Montpelier, 
223-2445, Facebook 

- I.C. Scoops: 112 Main St. Stowe, 253-0995, 

• lu-lu: 11 Main St., Bristol, 777-3933, luluvLcom 


BEST VERMONT CHEESE BRAND 


BEST LOCALLY OWNED 
GROCERY STORE* * 

City Market/ 

Onion River Co-op 

This co-op caters to wallets of every thickness 
with local, organic and conventional foods. 
Check out the bulk section! (82 S. Winooski Ave., 
Burlington. 861-9700, citymarketcoop) 

Other finalists: 

• Healthy Living Market & Cafe: 222 

Dorset St., South Burlington, 863-2569, 
healthyllvlngmarketcom 
■ Lantman’s Market: 10681 Route 116. 
Hinesburg, 482-2361, lantmans.com 

• Mac's Market: 101 Pearl St., Essex Junction, 
872-5770 • 88 S. Main St. Stowe, 253-4576 

• Richmond Market & Beverage: 5 

6 Railroad SL, Richmond, 434-2519, 
rlchmondmarketandbeverage.com 

• Shelburne Supermarket: 20 Shelburne 
Shopping Park. Shelburne. 985-8520, 
shelburnesupermarket.com 

- Sweet Clover Market: 21 Essex Way., Essex 
Junction, 872-8288, sweetclovermarket.com 


Cabot Creamery 

The prolific cheesemaker has gained respect 
In recent years for its dothbound Cheddar. 
Others prefer the flavored cheeses including 
Buffalo wing and bacon. Factory tours are ever- 
popular. (2878 Main St, Cabot, 800-837-4261. 
cabotcheese.coop) 
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Other finalists: 

• Grafton Village Cheese: 56 Townshend 
Rd, Grafton - 400 Linden SL, Brattleboro, 
472-3866, graftonvillagecheese.com 

- Jasper Hill Farm: 884 Garven Hill Rd, 
Greensboro, 533-2566.jasperhillfarm.com 

• Shelburne Farms: 1611 Harbor Rd, Shelburne, 
985-8686, shelbumefarms.org 

• Vermont Creamery: 40 Pitman Rd, 
Websterville. 479-9371, vermontcreamery.com 


OUTSIDE CHITTENDEN COUNTY 

Hunger Mountain Co-op 

Montpelier; source for healthy choices offers 
a wide selection of local grab-and-go foods, 
from soups to salads to grilled sandwiches. Eat 
outside, or enjoy the river view from the cafe. 
(623 Stone Cutters Way, Montpelier. 223-8000. 
hungermountain.coop) 

Other finalists: 

• Commodities Natural Market: 512 

Mountain Rd, Stowe, 253-4644. 

• The Farm Store: 143 Main SL, Cambridge, 
644-9463, thefarmstorevLcom 


BEST FOOD TRUCK 


Beansie’s Bus 

This retrofitted school bus pulled up to 
Burlington in 1944— well before the current 
food-truck trend. At Battery Park, the elder 
statesman carries the bastes: hot dogs, 
hamburgers, fries and creemees. (Battery Park, 
Burlington, beansies.com) 

Other finalists: 

- Burger Barn: 730-3441, Facebook 

• Dolce VT: 324-6220, dolcevt.com 

• The Hlndquarter: 373-9866, 
thehlndquartervLcom 

• The Lazy Farmer: 922-1148, lazyfarmervt.com 


BEST FOOD CART 

Hong’s Chinese 
Dumplings 

Perennial winner Hong Yu attracts pedestrians 
with her hlgh-wattage smile and the smell 
of frying chicken-and-cheddar dumplings. 
(Burlington. 864-9097. hongsdumplings.com) 
Other finalists: 

• Amir's Kebab: 578-9535, Twitter 

- Queen City Pops: 744-0555, queencitypops.com 

• The Skinny Pancake: 540-0188, 262-2253, 
skinnypancake.com 

• Taco Gordo: 881-1691, Facebook 


BEST FARMERS 
MARKET VENDOR 

ROOKIE’S 
ROOT BEER 

Despite the novice status 
implied in the name, Rookie's 
Root Beer is an expert at 
the bubbly stuff. Rookie's 
owners Dave and Jenny Rooke 
have spent the last decade 
homebrewing mouthwatering 
pop with natural ingredients. To 
locate Rookie's at the Shelburne 
and Burlington farmers markets, 
just look for a giant root beer 
barrel — and a line. Faithful 
fans bring their own mugs for 
reduced prices on drafts and 
floats. You can't go wrong with 
the classic root beer, but the 
orange cream and ginger beer 
are also tantalizing options. 
Need caffeine? Opt instead for 
the Dark Side, a chilled brew 
spiked with Uncommon Grounds' 
coffee and spritzed with vanilla- 
molasses whipped cream. 
861-6777, Facebook 


BEST FARMERS MARKET VENDOR BEST TACO* 


Rookie’s Root Beer 





Full Moon Farm: 2083 Gilman Rd„ Hlnesburg, 
Half Pint Farm: 214 Intervale Rd„ Burlington. 


BEST BREAD BAKERY 


Red Hen Baking Co. 

Watch the bakers shape 16 kinds of artisan 
breads while you get breakfast or lunch In 

Saturdays. (961 Route 2. Middlesex, 223-5200. 
redhenbaklng.com) 

Other finalists: 

■ August First Bakery & Cafe: 149 S. Champlain 
St., Burlington, 540-0060. augustfirstvt.com 

- Great Harvest Bread Co.: 382 Pine St, 
Burlington. 660-2733, greatharvestburlington.com 

- Klinger's Bread Company: 10 Farrell SL, South 
Bu^rlinpo^n, 860-M22.kllngersbread.com 



BEST SWEETS BAKERY 


Mirabelles Cafe 

as well as daily breakfast and lunch specials.' 
distinguish this bakery-cafe. The croissants are 
truly French-style, the flourless chocolate cake 
to die for. (198 Main St. Burlington. 658-3074. 



El Cortijo Taqueria 
y Cantina 

Seasonal Vermont flavors Inspire a menu of 
qulnoa, beef tongue, sweet potato and chorlzo. 

too. (189 Bank St.. Burlington. 497-1668, 
cortljovt.com) 

Other finalists: 

■ El Gato Cantina: 169 Church St., Burlington, 
540-3095. elgatocantlna.com 
• The Mad Taco: 2 Village Sq.. Waitsfleld, 
496-3832 ■ 72 Main St., Montpelier, 225-6038. 



BEST FAMILY RESTAURANT* 


American Flatbread 
Burlington Hearth 

With large and small pie options and the 
opportunity to split toppings, these flatbreads — 
licked by flames in a central, wood-fired oven — 
are perfect for all-ages sharing. (115 St. Paul St, 
Burlington, 861-2999, amerlcannatbread.com) 
Other finalists: 

• Bluebird Barbecue: 317 Riverside Ave., 
Burlington, 448-3070, blueblrdbbq.com 

• The Farmhouse Tap & Grill: 160 Bank SL, 
Burlington, 859-0888. farmhousetg.com 

• Junior's Italian: 85 S. Park Dr., Colchester, 
655-0000, Juniorsvtcom 


Sweetwaters: 120 Church St., Burlington, 
B64-9800, sweetwatersvtcom 



OUTSIDE CHITTENDEN COUNTY 

Piecasso Pizzeria 
& Lounge 



BEST FOOD/DRINK EVENT 

ArtsRiot Truck Stop 

The big-city food-truck trend is f 
Burlington. Get Malaysian street food, sc 

beer— all in one parking lot (400 Pine S 
Burlington, 540-0406, artsriot.com) 
Otherfinalists: 

■ Burlington Wl 


nt Park, Bu 






Go to obread.com to find our bread near you! 
Come visit the bakery when you visit 
Shelburne Farms. 


90% of the wheat we use in our bread 
is grown on three farms. 


Bakery and Cafe 
www.fedhenbaking.com 


Ben Gleason making 
of freshly-milled Jlou 


Locally owned & operated for over 23 years! 


www.KlssTheCook.net 

72 Church Street • Burlington. VT • 863-4226 or 888-6S8-KISS 

WEDDING REGISTRY ■ UPS SHIPPING • FREE GIFT WRAf>PING 
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What's the first liquid everyone 
associates with the Green Mountain 
State? Sorry, maple syrup; Vermont's craft 
beer is now bewitching the country. 

-m Between Hill Farmstead Brewery 
/ and the Alchemist — both of which 
have nabbed international awards and 
attention — and up-and-comers such 
as Fiddlehead and 14th Star Brewing, 
the state is a bona fide beer mecca. Is it 
something in the water? We suspect the 
credit simply goes to hardworking brewers. 

A number of Daysies categories 
recognize the beer craze. New this year, 
we asked readers to vote for the retailer 
with the best craft brew selection. Would 
people really be loyal enough to one store 
to justify the category? we wondered. 


A staggering 3,182 votes answered a 
resounding yes. Congrats to Winooski's 
Beverage Warehouse for snagging nearly 
half of those for the win. 

Of course, there's more to beverages 
than beer; ciders, spirits and smoothies 
also vied for Daysies. And not everyone 
takes drinking as seriously as hop heads. 
Thanks for spiking the ballot with wit (we 
hope) in the category of best place to drin: 
alone. Some of your suggestions: "in a 
puddle of my own tears," "under a bridge" 
and "in the woods." 

Another unconventional response 
made us smile, too. For the new category 
of best gay-friendly bar, someone wrote "A 
of them." Yep, drinking — and living — in 
Vermont goes down easy. 


BEST CIDERY (NONALCOHOLIC) 


Hill Farmstead 
Brewery 


Shelburne Vineyard 


Cold Hollow Cider Mill 

This Waterbury institution is a must-visit on 
Route 100. It earned a Daysie for best cider 
doughnut, too! Stop to sample fudge, dine at 

action on thel920s-era press. (3600 Route 
100, Waterbury. 3Z7-7S37, coldhollow.com) 
Other finalists: 


BEST PLACE TO DRINK 
ALONE/BEST COCKTAILS 


THE DAILY 
PLANET 


When it's been a bad day and you 
just can't even anymore, there's 
no shame in grabbing a drink 
alone. But do yourself a favor 
and make sure it's a good one. 
The Daily Planet's polished 
potables have claimed the 
Daysie for best cocktail two 
years in a row. With a seasonal 
B.B.B. Smash in hand — an 
invigorating, summery mix of 
bourbon, blackberry and ginger 
beer — anyone can find their 
happy place, be it at the intimate 
bar, greenhouse or island-style 
outdoor patio. Or go sweeter 
With the BTVice, which fuses 
strawberry-peach coulis with 
vodka, St. Germain and a splash 
of Prosecco. There's nothing like 
a little bubbly to lift your spirits. 






Shoreham, 897-2777, champlainorchards.com 
Chittenden Cider Mill/The Mill Market & 
Dell: 1580 Dorset St, South Burlington. 
862-4602, themillmarketdeli.com 
Hackett's Orchard: 86 South St,. South Hero, 

Shelburne Orchards: 216 Orchard Rd„ 




a boutique bar 
with a serious wine list 
not to be taken 
too seriously 


WINOOSKI 

VERMONT 


Thank you for supporting us in our 
mission to bring the teas of the world 
to our local community 


Organic Meals 
Vegetarian/V egan 
Loose Leaf Tea 


Local Desserts 
Gluten-Free 
Artisan Tea Ware 




Sun - Wed: ioam - iopm 
Thurs - Sat: ioam - npm 

Bring in this ad for 20% off your next loose leaf tea purchase 
Check out Chai Space, a tea space for your next event 

80 Church Street 802951-2424 dobrateavt.com 


THANKSj 

FOR ALL THE LOVE! 

FROM ALL OF US AT 

CITIZEN . 

DERs 
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BEST SPIRITS DISTILLER 


Smugglers’ Notch 
Distillery 

hand-bottles small-batch spirits. Including an 
award-winning vodka and a new hopped gin, 

tasting room. (276 Main St., Jeffersonville, ^ 
309-3077 ■ 2657 Route 100, Waterbury Center, 
smugglersnotchdistillery.com) 

Other finalists: 

■ Caledonia Spirits: 46 Log Yard Dr.. Hardwick, 
472-8000, caledoniaspirits.com 

- Mad River Distillers: 8 Route 17, Warren, 

• Vermont Spirits: 5573 Woodstock Rd., 
Quechee, 866-998-6352, vermontspirits.com 

■ WhistlePig: 1030 Palmer Rd., Shoreham, 


BEST BREWPUB 


Prohibition Pig 






The Farmhouse 
Tap & Grill 



Burlington, 859-0888, farmhousetg.com) 
Other finalists: 







OUTSIDE CHITTENDEN COUNTY 

Prohibition Pig 






Hen of the Wood 



BEST WINE SHOP 


Cheese Traders 


and Wine Sellers 



BEVERAGE 

WAREHOUSE 

Beverage Warehouse carries 
wines and liquors, but folks come 
in droves for one thing: beer. The 
shop releases in-demand Heady 
Topper and Lawson's Finest Liquids 
multiple times a week, but it also 
stocks 1,400 other unique brews. 
The rarest — including a lambic 
from Belgium's Cantillon — age in a 
beer cave in anticipation of special 
releases. Need a last-minute keg for 
that party? The warehouse keeps 
35 barrels on hand, with hundreds 
more available with a little notice. 
And if there's a hot — er, cold — new 
Vermont brew coming out, beer 
geeks know the Bevie will have 
it. That's because owner Jennifer 
Swiatek — who began her career 
here at age 15 in bottle redemption 
and ice bagging — is one of the 
state's most passionate advocates 
of local beer. Her mission is not just 
to sell the stuff but to educate and 
enlighten the drinking public. 




BEST DIVE BAR 


The Other Place (OP) 




Three Needs 





Chris Maloney (Hen of 
the Wood, Burlington) 





COME VISIT 
OUR DISTILLERY I 
IN HARDWICK! 

Open daily 1 2-5 

tULEDO Ni a 


„ WE LOVE YOU TOO ! - DAVE & JENNY 


SPECIAL 

THANK YOU 

PRICES AT THE AUG. 8 
FARMERS MARKETS 

-ALL DRAFTS $1 JO - 
- FLOATS $5 JO - 
- JIOZ. CANS $7-00 - 


JIOZCANS 

NOW AVAILABLE TO GO! 
BULK DISCOUNTS 
801 S6\ 6 -jf7 




K I SEVEK DAYSIES 2015-16 


BEST BLOODY MARY 


BEST TEAHOUSE 



Sneakers Bistro 


The weekend brunch — with its signature 
Bloody — is legendary, and the daily specials 
are always eclectic. Get there early to beat 
the crowds. (28 Main St., Winooski, 655-9081, 
sneakersbi stro.com) 


Other finalists: 

■ American Flatbread Burlington Hearth: 

115 St. Paul St., Burlington, 861-2999, 
americanflatbread.com 
• Leunig's Bistro & Cafe: 115 Church St.. 
Burlington, 863-3759, leunigsbistro.com 

- Magnolia Bistro: 1 Lawson Lane, Burlington, 
846-7446, magnoliablstro.com 

- The Skinny Pancake: 60 Lake St., Burlington, 
540-0188 • 89 Main SL, Montpelier, 262-2253, 
skfnnypancake.com 


BEST COCKTAILS 


The Daily Planet 

The Planet has been a hip “discovery" for newbies 
since it opened In 1982. There's a formal dining 
room and cozy greenhouse, but regulars like to 
sit in the bar and watch those award-winning 
cocktails being made. (15 Center St.. Burlington, 
862-9647, dallyplanetvt.com) 

Other finalists: 

■ Guild Tavern: 1633 Willlston Rd, South 
Burlington, 497-1207, gulldtavern.com 

- Hen of the Wood: 55 Cherry St.. Burlington. 
540-0534- 92 Stowe St., Waterbury, 
244-7300. henofthewood.com 

• Juniper: 41 Cherry St., Burlington, 651-5027, 

- Misery Loves Co.: 46 Main SL. Winooski, 
497-3989, miserylovescovt.com 


BEST SMOOTHIES/JUICES 


Tomgirl Juice Co. 

At this sunny South End juice shop, get raw, 
organic, seasonal juices — think Blackberry 
Chfa Pudding or Rose Maple Lemonade — 
from local produce In to-go mason jars. 

(463 St Paul SL, Burlington, 540-0337. 
tomgiri-juice.blogspot.com) 

Other finalists: 

■ Eco Bean + Juice: 688 Pine St., Burlington, 
497-2075. ecobeanandjuice.com 

• Healthy Living Market & Cafe: 222 
Dorset St, South Burlington. 863-2569, 
healthylivingmarket.com 

- The Juice Bar: 282 Intervale Rd, Burlington, 
777-7199, juicebarvermont.weebly.com 

• Muddy Waters: 184 Main St, Burlington. 
658-0466, Facebook 



BEST SMOOTHIES/JUICE 


Just walking into Tomgirl Juice Co.’s sunny shop in Burlington's South 
End feels like a treat. As you open the door, a gaggle of aproned young 
ladies greets you with easy smiles from behind a counter. They stand at 
tables heaped with organic fruits and vegetables, which they cut to size 
and cold-press into nutrient-packed juices, nut milks and chia puddings. 
These rotate with the seasons, but midsummer options — all organic and 
often sourced from local farms — include watermelon-mint strawberry- 
grapefruit and wildflower cashew milk. Grab one to-go with your morning 
coffee. About that coffee: It's fresh-roasted just blocks away at Brio 
Coffeeworks. and it's one of the finest cups of joe in town. Toasty, fruity 
and floral at once, it's worth a stop on its own. 

463 St. Paul SL, Burlington, 540-0337, tomgirl-juice.blogspot.com 


Dobra Tea 

More than 90 varieties of direct-sourced, 
international loose-leaf tea are served according 
to tradition in this bohemian tearoom. Need a 
snack? Try the locally made pastries or eclectic 
light fare. (80 Church St, Burlington, 951-2424, 
dobrateavt.com) 

Other finalists: 

■ Muddy Waters: 184 Main St, Burlington. 
658-0466, Facebook 

• The North Branch Cafe: 41 State SL, 
Montpelier, 552-8105, thenorth-branch.com 

• Stone Leaf Teahouse: 111 Maple St, 
Middlebury, 458-0460. stoneleaftea.com 

• Tulsl Tea Room: 34 Elm SL. Montpelier. 


BEST COFFEE SHOP 

Uncommon Grounds 
Coffee and Tea 

The in-house roasting, speedy service and 
seasonal outdoor seating make this a fave 
on the Church Street Marketplace. So do the 
organic and exotic teas, chal lattes made from 
scratch, and various baked goods. Look for local 
art on the walls. (42 Church St, Burlington, 
865-6227, ugvermonLcom) 

Other finalists: 

• Magllanero Cafe: 47 Maple St, Burlington, 
861-3155, Facebook 

• Muddy Waters: 1 84 Main SL, Burlington, 
658-0466, Facebook 

• Scout 8* Co.: 237 North Ave, Burlington, 
329-0858 • 1 E. Allen St, Winooski, 343-1218, 
scoutandcompanyvt.com 

• Speeder & Earl s Coffee: 412 Pine St, 
Burlington. 658-6016 - 104 Church SL. 
Burlington. 860-6630, speederandearls.com 


BEST COFFEE ROASTER 

Vermont Coffee 
Company 

All the blends from this Middlebury roaster are 
organic and fair trade. Sip a hot cup of espresso 
or drip coffee in the cafe — or grab a quick, house- 
baked pastry or sandwich — as workers roast the 
beans. (1197 Exchange SL. Suite 3. Middlebury. 
398-2776, vermontcoffeecompany.com) 

Other finalists: 

• Brio Coffeeworks: 696 Pine StreeL 
Burlington, 777-6641, briocoffeeworks.com 

• Keurig Green Mountain: 1 Rotarian PI, 
Waterbury, 879-2326, keurig.com 

• Speeder & Earl s Coffee: 412 Pine St, 
Burlington. 658-6016 • 104 Church SL. 
Burlington. 860-6630, speederandearls.com 

■ Uncommon Grounds Coffee and Tea: 

42 Church SL. Burlington, 865-6227, 



staffpick 

BEST PLACE TO GET BUZZED FOR FREE 


Watch out, Willy Wonka — and Ben and Jerry. The flavor combos 
at Middlebury’s Woodchuck Hard Cider are every bit as wacky 
and wonderfully named. From Lazy Hazy Lemon Crazy — a 
tart cider shandy — to Oopsy Daisy — infused with chamomile 
and honey —these ciders are best sipped at Woodchuck 
headquarters. For free. That's right, "It's tike Napa in the 70s," 






Fresh Bread Baked Daily 
Sandwiches | Paninis | Wraps 
Homemade Soups | Salads 
Kid-Friendly Fare 


Eniou Lunch, 
Hard Cider & 
Wine Tasting 

^Vermont 

to the core ' 

Thanks for all of the votes 
for Best Cidery& 
Best Cider Donuts! 


Hours of Operation 

Cider Mill Luncheonette Tasting Room 

View our full menu and events at Coldhollow.com 


Thank you Burlington and thank you Seven Days! 


MUDDY 

WATERS 

Brewing Strong for 20 years. 

184 Main Street Burlington, VT ~ 802-658-0466 






H.ELBUR.NE Raise a glass of 

I N E YARD Shelburne Vineyard wine 

to all the Daysies winners! 
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Vermonters are a loyal 
bunch — as we're reminded 
each year in the arts and 
entertainment section of 
the Daysies. The nightclub, 
theater, cinema and gallery 
finalists represented here are 
mostly perennial favorites. 
Unless some kick-ass new 
venues open, these guys 
will probably rule the ballot 
forever. 

Musicians, on the other 
hand, come and go — yet 
Grace Potter maintains 
her reign as Vermont's 
best vocalist and singer- 
songwriter. As does Kat 
Wright & the Indomitable 
Soul Band for best funk/R&B 
group and best jazz/blues 
group. Indomitable, indeed. 
(Also, perhaps it's time for a 
little lesson on music genres, 
hmm?) 

Still, we've crowned some 
deserving new winners this 
year, in categories such as 
best large live music venue, 
best rock group and best 
actor. Let's give 'em a big 
round of applause! In our 
book, everyone who made it 


BEST AMERICANA ARTIST/GROUP 

STARLINE RHYTHM BOYS 

It’s hard to believe there was ever a time when the Starline Rhythm Boys weren't rocking Green Mountain honky 
tonks and juke joints. There's a timeless quality about the venerated rockabilly trio, which actually formed in 1998. 
That's a testament both to the band’s blue-collar work ethic — they still average something like 100 gigs per year 
— and vintage twang that harks back to the dawn of rock and roll. "Big Al" Lemery's stinging Telecaster licks areas 
identifiable as they are slick. And upright bassist Billy Bratcher’s percussive, slaphappy thumping is worth the price 
of admission on its own. But the key to SRB's appeal is their ageless front man, Danny Coane, and his smooth Buck 
Owens-style croon. Put it all together and you get one of Vermont's most beloved bands, in any genre. 
starllnerhythmboys.com 


BEST LARGE LIVE MUSIC VENUE BEST SMALL LIVE MUSIC HOT 


SPOT (CAPACITY UNDER 300) 

Waterfront Park — ~ 



BEST PLACE TO PLAY POOL 

Three Needs Brewery 
& Taproom 

A beautifully appointed bar provides favorite 
craft brews and a chill atmosphere, offering po 

Pearl SL. Burlington. 658-0889. Facebook) 
Other finalists; 



LYRIC THEATRE PRESENTS 



November 12-15, 2015 




thanks 

for the vote! 

Wew amto*anMoufo f nc mi na t in S - 

^aOavs.eMcyou.—dsuppo 

over the past 20 yehrS. 



Don’t forget, , 

we’ve got your back too- 

t LZZ&Z**"’**"*" 
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Small Dog 

ELECTRONICS 

Always by your side 


smalldog.com 

Q / hcllosmalldog 
QehjIlosmnlldoE 
0@h«llosmal!do S 


/ 1673 Main Street Waitsfleld 

V A PP le Specialist , , 6 West 5treet Ruttsnd 

100 Dorset Street. South Burlington 


3 

| 
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Saints & Poets Production 
Company's 0, Caligula! 


BEST PLACE TO DANCE 


Red Square: 136 Church St., Burlington. 
859-8909, redsquarevt.com 


BEST TRIVIA NIGHT 


Nectar’s 

Know-it-alls converge on Thursdays for Trivia 
Mania, which offers obscure questions on 
pop culture, history, science and lit — as well 
as world-famous gravy fries. (188 Main St., 
Burlington, 658-4771, iiveatnectars.com) 

Other finalists: 

■ Hotel Vermont: 41 Cherry SL. Burlington, 
651-0080. hotelvtcom 

• On Tap Bar & Grill: 4 Park St., Essex Junction, 
878-3309, ontapvt.com 

- Piecasso Pizzeria & Lounge: 1899 Mountain 
Rd, Stowe, 253-4411, plecasso.com 

- Ri Ra Irish Pub: 123 Church St, Burlington, 
860-9401, rira.com 


BEST KARAOKE 


PUBLISHER. 

COEDITOR 


Franny O's: 733 Oueen City Park Rd., South 

Burlington, 863-2909, Facebook 

Manhattan Pizza 8. Pub: 167 

Main St. Burlington, 658-6776, 

manhattanpizzaandpubvt.com 

St. John's Club: 9 Central Ave.. Burlington, 

864-9778, stJohnsclub.com 


294 N. Winooski Ave., Suite 116C. Burlington, 540-0773, 
offcentervt.com 


Club Metronome 

Since the 1990s, this has been the place to shake 
your thang especially at the enduring '80s night 
Saturday's Retronome. Touring and local live 
acts perform during the week. (188 Main St,, 
Burlington, 865-4563, clubmetronome.com) 
Other finalists: 

■ Halflounge Speakeasy: 136 1/2 Church St, 
Burlington, 864-0072, Facebook 
- Higher Ground: 1214 Williston Rd., South 
Burlington, 652-0777, highergroundmuslc.com 
• Nectar's: 188 Main SL, Burlington, 658-4771, 


JP’sPub 

This classic dive serves up wannabe rock 
stardom at least three nights a week. Can't sing? 
There are also pool and foosball tables and, of 
course, TV. (139 Main St, Burlington, 658-6389, 
Facebook) 

Other finalists: 

■ Charlle-O's World Famous: 70 Main St., 


staffpick 

BEST PLACE TO SEE SOME BAD-ASS THEATER 

OFF CENTER FOR 
THE DRAMATIC ARTS 

At the Off Center for the D ramatic Arts in Burlington, I've 
seen wildly wacky romps such as Saints & Poets Production 
Company's 0, Caligula! I’ve taken in dark dramas by playwright 
Stephen Goldberg. I've nearly peed my seat laughing at comedy 
troupes Stealing From Work and Potato Sack Pants Theater 
Company. I've witnessed wildly diverse shows from emerging 
artists and seasoned professionals. In this intimate black-box 
theater, human alchemy — onstage and in the audience — is 
wondrously inevitable. 


BEST SINGER-SONGWRITER 


Grace Potter 

That Grace owns some seriously sublime vocal 
pipes is hardly hews in Vermont But often 
overlooked are her talents as a songwriter. 
Perhaps palling around with the likes of the 
Black Keys' Dan Auerbach, who cowrote a few 
songs on GPIVs 2012 record The Lion the Beast 
the Beat, is rubbing off? (gracepotter.com) 
Other finalists: 

• Josh Panda: joshpanda.com 

- Kat Wright: katwrightsoulband.com 

• Maryse Smith: marysesmith.com 

• Myra Flynn: myraflynn.com 


BEST RECORDING STUDIO/ 
ENGINEER 

Dave DeCristo, 

Signal Kitchen 

Dave DeCristo went to cooking school and 
worked at an LA recording studio before opening 
Signal Kitchen with Alex Lalli. Together, they do 
audio and video production — and much more — 
both at their BTV venue/recording studio and at 
their recently opened NEK studio/artists' retreat 
Rebel Yell. (71 Main St., Burlington, 399-2337, 
slgnalkitchen.com) 

Other finalists: 

■ Andre Maquera, West Street Digital: 

1444 West St.. Fairfield. 524-1150. 
weststreetdigital.com 

• Colin McCaffrey: P.O. Box 58, East Montpelier, 
454-1313, colinmccaffrey.com 

• Future Fields: 200 Main St.. Suite 19, 
Burlington. 448-0872, flndfuturefields.com 

• Ryan Power, Stu Stu Studio: Colchester, 
Facebook 

• The Tank Studio: 274 N. Winooski Ave, 
Burlington, 448-2655, tankstudio.org 


BEST AMERICANA 
ARTIST/GROUP* 


Starline Rhythm Boys 



BEST FUNK/R&B ARTIST/GROUP 


BEST STANDUP COMIC 


Josie Leavitt 

This very funny lady is almost single-handedly 
responsible for launching a standup-comedy 
scene in Vermont She cofounded and performs 
with the Vermont Comedy Divas and has 
nurtured nascent comics through regular 
classes at FlynnArts. (josieleavittcomedy.com) 
Other finalists: 

• Annie Russell: annierussell.org 

• Kyle Gagnon: Facebook 

- Marlin Fish (aka Big Fish): Facebook 
26 - Nathan Hartswlck: Facebook 


BEST VOCALIST 


Grace Potter 

Given that USA Today has called Grace Potter 
"the best female rock singer in the country," it's 
little surprise that Seven Days readers once 
again voted her the best vocalist In the state. 
She's just that good, (gracepotter.com) 

Other finalists: 

• Josh Panda: joshpanda.com 

• Kat Wright: katwrightsoulband.com 

• Myra Flynn: myraflynn.com 

• Nicole Nelson: dwlghtandnicole.com 


BEST INSTRUMENTALIST 


Dave Grippo 

Nicknamed "da Truth." the alto saxophonist and 
his Grippo Funk Band got their start in 1999, 
performing every Monday night at Red Square 
... for seven years. Also a music teacher shaping 
the next generation of players, Grippo is simply 
da man. (grippofunkband.com) 

Other finalists: 

■ Bob Wagner: soundcloud.com/bobwagner 

• Ray Vega: rayvegamusic.com 

• Seth Yacovone: Facebook 


Kat Wright & the 
Indomitable Soul Band 

The Burlington band is aptly named, and front 
woman Kat Wright leads It with a sultry croon. 
Beginning as the house band for a weekly soul 
night at Radio Bean, Wright and co. have grown 
to be one of the Oueen City's most dynamic and 
popular groups, (katwrlghtsoulband.com) 
Otherfinalists: 

• Funkwagon: Facebook 

• Gang of Thieves: thegangofthieves.com 

• Grippo Funk Band: grlppofunkband.com 

• Grundlefunk: grundlefunkmusic.com 

- Smooth Antics: smoothantlcsband.com 



LA 


l 

phoenix 


Dear Seven Days Readers, 
Thank you for thinking the 
“best” of Phoenix Books. 

We intend to get even better! ' 


Think local first. Buy local first. Keep local first. 



Burlington I 448.3350 


Essex I 872.7111 


Rutland I Coming 2015! 


www.phoenixbooks.biz 


THANK YOU 

for your votes! 



New England 

Local, affordable, and on your side™ 

Federal Credit Union 


800-400-8790 • nefcu.com 

FB *Swnja° M f ^ 

A 
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BEST LOCAL THEATER COMPANY 



BEST JAZZ/BLUES 
ARTIST/GROUP 


Kat Wright & the 
Indomitable Soul Band 

Yes, they're technically a soul band. But the 
lineup boasts some of the area's finest jazz 
players, including pianist Shane Hardiman and 



■ Grlppo Funk Band: grlppofunkband.com 
• Ray^Vega: rayve|arnusic.com ^ 


BEST ROCK ARTIST/GROUP 


Rough Francis 

their ripping single *MSP2.* (roughfrancis.com) 
Other finalists: 



BEST HIP-HOP ARTIST/GROUP 


The Lynguistic Civilians 



BEST ELECTRONIC MUSIC 
DJ/GROUP 


Craig Mitchell 

making his own music or playing a wild mix of 
others'. Now also DJIng at Planet 96.7, Mitchell 
brings the party to the podcast, dance floor and 
radio dial. |soundcloud.com/djcralgmitchell) 


Other finalists: 




Natalie Miller 


BEST TRIVIA NIGHT 

NECTAR’S 


Quick: Which British city derives its name from a cattle bridge that once 
spanned its river? Which Neil Diamond hit celebrates not the love of a 
woman, as its title suggests, but a bottle of wine? If your brain contains 
the answers to such questions as these, get thee to trivia night at 
Nectar’s in downtown Burlington. There, every Thursday, the MCs of Top 
Hat Entertainment lead teams of trivia hounds through seven rounds of 
questions that cover ...just about everything. Small prizes like T-shirts 
and shots of booze are awarded to the winners of every round; overall 
winners can take home snowboards or passes to Jay Peak’s Pump House 
Indoor Waterpark. Triviality was never so rewarding. 




BEST PERFORMING ARTS VENUE 

Flynn Center for the 
Performing Arts 

movlef douse with a 1.400-seat theater, as well 



BEST MUSIC FESTIVAL 


arts education and brings thousands of 
Burlington, 652-4500. flynncenter.org) 
Otherfinalists: 

■ ArtsRIot: 400 Pine St., Burlington 540-0406, 


Burlington Discover 
Jazz Festival 


Every June. BDJF fills venues from the 
Flynn Center to Waterfront Park with music. 



Otherfinalists: 

■ Frendly Gathering: 431 Glebe Mountain I 





Black Box. Main Street Landing Performing 
Arts Center: 60 Lake Street, Burlington, 

Higher Ground: 1214 Williston^d., South 
Burlington, 652-0777, highergroundmusic.com 
Ofr Center for the Dramatic Arts: 

294 N. Winooski A ve., Suite 116C, Burlington. 

540-0773, offcentervt.com 

Spruce Peak Performing Arts Center: 

122 Hourglass Dr., Stowe, 760-4634, 
spmcepeakarts.org 


BEST VISUAL ARTIST 


Katharine Montstreain 

A perennial Daysies winner; Katharine 
Montstream paints floral and scenic watercolors 

- many reproduced in fine prints and greeting 
cards — and oil paintings. Her downtown 
Burlington gallery is across the street from City 

Other finalists: 

■ Beth Robinson's Strange Dolls: 

strangedolls.net 
• dug Nap: dugnap.com 

- Jon Young: jonyoungartworks.com 

- Michael Rotk. Zinfandel Photography: 

zinfandelphotography.com 



BEST ART GALLERY 


Shelburne Museum 


Art gallery? More like art galleries. Thirty-nine 



place a "Disneyesque New England fantasyland." 
(6000 Shelburne Rd.. Shelburne. 985-3346, 



• West Branch Gallery & Sculpture Park: 

westbranchgallery.com 


BEST MOVIE THEATER 


Majestic 10 



that everyone has a good view. Merrill Jarvis III. 
who also ownsthe Roxy downtown, calls thls^ 


Other finalists: 






ijft Annie Russell for Best Standup Comic 


8 




BEST DAYSIES CAMPAIGN GIMMICK 
(THAT DIDN’T WORK) 

ANNIE RUSSELL 

There is one thing about the Daysies awards that I find 
troubling: nominees groveling for votes. It's gauche. 

It's tacky. On the other hand, I love me a good gimmick. 

And the gimmick employed by Annie Russell, nominated for 
best standup comic, was great. 

When she's not cracking jokes onstage. Russell is a 
producer at Vermont Public Radio. She used her multimedia 
savvy to craft the best campaign video this side of Bemie 
Sanders. Russell spliced together footage from celebrity 
interviews and testimonials, inserting her name, clumsily, 
into responses by George Clooney, Vogue editor Anna 
Wintour and even Honey Boo Boo. Said Wintour (sort of), 

"I'm so lucky in my work that I'm able to meet some of the 
most incredible women in the world, women like Sarah 
Jessica Parker and [ANNIE RUSSELL].'' Gold. 

Russell lost the Daysie to the very deserving Josie Leavitt. 
But she's a winner in my book. And also Honey Boo Boo's. 



Thanks 

for you r 

VOTES! 




106 MAIN STREET | BURLINGTON 
MENSROOMVT.COM | 864.2088 


802 - 655-3440 

277 Lavlgne Rd., Colchester • M-Sa 7am-8pm • Su 7am-6pm 
■nmazzafarms.com • See our monthly sale coupon I • MC/VIsa/DIsc 


VISIT US THIS SUMMER! 


VERMONT & SPECIALTY POOPS 

/ Maple Syrup, Honey, Cheese, Salsa, 

T Salad Dressings & More 

HOME CROWN FRUITS & VEGGIES 


IN STORE OAKERY 

VT Cider Donuts, Fruit Pies, Cookies, 
Breads, Pastries and More 


... -UST 

■ ass** 


I 


AVEDA 




Ht he Votes! 


SPECIALIZING IN SAFETY! 


802-777-8448 • CHOCOLATE.THUNDER.LLC@GMAIL.COM 


VT bom and nationally 
recognized! We are looking 
to hire competent and 
proactive individuals. 

Join our team. 

Contact us today I / 

and book us for ' «■“*■ 

your next event! 

4 sk akout our nonprofit discounts. \jfY 
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DAYSIES ARE BETTER 
AT SUGARBUSH 

THANK YOU SEVEN DAYS READERS 
FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 

sugarbush.com 800.53.SUGAR #SBCOMMUf 


Thanks for 35 years of love and support! 


Seven Daysies nominated for "Best Lighting Store" 2015 



BEST PLACE TO GO 
IF YOU HAVE 
RESTING BITCH FACE 


BEST ARTS EVENT" 


South End Art Hop 


Some people go out drinking 
to socialize, while others 
view the barstool 
as respite from 
overstimulation. 

I fall into the latter 
f M camp. And on top 

W of my lone-wolf 

tendencies, my 
sten natural visage can 

vin be less than sunny. 

:i' TER When I want to take 

my unintentional 
frown out on the 
town, I go to Esox — where I 
know no one will try turn it 
upside down. The bartenders 
here don't force small talk, 
the barflies refrain from 
the rage-inducing "Smile, 
sweetheart!" and the 
insentient pinball machine 
is the perfect playmate. 


BEST MUSEUM" 


Shelburne Museum 


llngton, 656-0750. uvn- 
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When it comes to shopping, Vermonters know two 
things: 1. Bring your own bag (or face the disapproving 
glare of the checkout person), and 2. Buy local. While a 
handful of big-box stores and national chains made it onto 
the final ballot, not one of them scored a Daysie. In David- 
and-Goliath showdowns, the little guys won time and 
time again. And not for the first year. 

Yep, Phoenix Books defended its Daysie from 
Barnes & Noble once again. (And can we all take 
a moment to appreciate the fact that print is not 
dead? Six Vermont-owned bookstores 
;« made it into the finals.) Homeport 
beat out Bed Bath 8. Beyond, and 
voters chose Woodbury Mountain 
Toys over Toys "R" Us. The list goes on. 
Another thrilling triumph: Sweet 
Lady Jane took back the Daysie in 
the highly competitive category of 
best women's casual clothing store (inside 
Chittenden County), coming out ahead of 
neighboring Church Street boutiques. 

We’d like to award special honors to 
Buttered Noodles, a multi-year Daysies 
winner for best children's toy store and best 
children's clothing. The Williston shop easily made it into the 
finals this year, but we removed it from the running when 
owners Alan and Dande Levi announced their retirement and 
the store's closing. We'll miss you — and your noodlesl 
The biggest congrats in this section go to the many 
perennial Daysies winners who, seemingly, will never be 
deflowered — er, you know. Those include Outdoor Gear 
Exchange, Eyes of the World, Mirror Mirror, Pet Food Warehouse, Bear 
Pond Books, Gardener's Supply and Automaster. Don't go changin' — 
we love you just the way you are. 



BEST WOMEN'S CASUAL 
CLOTHING STORE 


Sweet Lady Jane 



OUTSIDE CHITTENDEN COUNTY 


Salaam Boutique 



BEST WOMEN'S 
EVENING-WEAR STORE 


ECCO 



Other finalists: 

■ Jess Boutique: 98 Church St.. Burlington, 
660-4004, jessboutique.com 



BEST MENSWEAR 


Outdoor Gear 
Exchange 




BEST ANTIQUE STORE 

ANJOU & THE 
LITTLE PEAR 

Where can you find a sea-green 
Zanesville Pottery pitcher, 
camelback sofa and Johnson 
Woolen Mills flannel jacket, 
circa 1968, all under one roof? 

Anjou & the Little Pear on 
Burlington's Main Street. The 
well-curated consignment shop is 
a prime spot to browse, buy, sell 
and be reminded that new is not 
necessarily better. The warehouse 
space with wide plank floors, 
exposed pipes and a pleasing mix 
of everything from R&B to accordion 
on the sound system displays 
an ever-changing array of items. 
Whether it’s a smooth mahogany 
headboard you're itching for or a 
sleek modernist armchair worthy 
of Don Draper, this is the place to 
treasure hunt. 




green envy 


m 


* 


# Congratulations to all of the 
2015 Seven Daysies Award Winners 
and thank you to the amazing 
customers who participated. 

We are all looking forward to 
your next visit - xo 

1800 MOUNTAIN RD I STOWE, VT 05672 I 8022532661 


Comfortable, 

Contemporary 

Clothing 

for the way you live 


COME SEE THE ENTIRE 

Honeycomb Collection - Made in VT 


Black Onyx 
$1199 
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^SHOPPING 


BEST MEN'S SHOE STORE 


Lenny’s Shoe & Apparel 

sandals, sneakers and slippers from brands 
such asTImberland and Merrell. (2)21 Essex 
Rd, Willlston, 379-6640 - 54 N. Main St. Barre, 
476-9107 ■ 359 N. Main St, Barre. 476-7446 • 



864-7899 ■ 104 Heineberg Dr.. Colcheter. 





BEST WOMEN'S SHOE STORE 


Danform Shoes 

specializing in high-quality brands. Fitting 



BEST SECONDHAND CLOTHING 


2nd Time Around 

Hie decades-old consignment company 
has an outlet on Burlington's Church Street 




BEST PET SUPPLY STORE 

PET FOOD WAREHOUSE 

If your pet can eat it, wear it, play with it, live or travel inside of it, or 
poop in it perennial favorite Pet Food Warehouse has it. The store's two 
locations contain pretty much everything any pet — or pet owner — could 
possibly want including won't-find-’em-anywhere-else brands of food 
and toys. Ultra-friendly and informed employees know all there is to know 
about say, the provenance of the ingredients in your kitty's favorite kibble, 
and they’ll even help you haul the stuff to your car. A frequent-buyer 
program eases the burden on your wallet, and bowls of treats by the 
registers keep Fido happy, too. 


BEST CHILDREN'S CLOTHING STORE 



BEST EYEGLASSES STORE 



The Optical Center: 107 Church St, Burlington, 
658-4683. opticalcentervt.com 


BEST PLACE TO BUY JEWELRY 

Perrywinkle’s 
Fine Jewelry 

Perrywinkle's hand-selects diamonds and gems 
also carries many national brands of jewelry and 
perrywinkles.com] 

Other finalists: 

862-3042, tlcktockJewelers.com ^ 

- Tradewinds Imports: 110 Church St, 
Burlington, 860-2829, tradewindsvt.com 

• Von Bargen s Jewelry: 131 Church St, 
Burlington. 864-0012 • 2 Chester Rd„ 
Springfield, 88 5-2827 . 10 Arbor Rd.. Stratton, 

vonbargensjewelry.com 

• Zinnia Jewelry: 57 Church St, Burlington, 


BEST BEAUTY-PRODUCT 
PURVEYOR 


Mirror Mirror 

Extensive lines of high-quality makeup and skin- 
care products help customers feel Hl« the fairest 

Burlington. 861-7500, mlrromiirrorvtcom) 





BEST PET-SUPPLY STORE 


BEST HOUSEWARES STORE 


Pet Food Warehouse 



Other finalists: 





BEST MUSICAL-INSTRUMENT 
STORE 


Advance Music Center 



BEST BOOKSTORE 


Phoenix Books 





OUTSIDE CHITTENDEN COUNTY 

Bear Pond Books 

One of several independently owned bookstores 





Homeport 

The four-level store has a wide range of 
household products, including kitchen- and 
dishware, furniture, office supplies, decorative 

cards. (52 Church St„ Burlington 863-4644. 
homeportonline.com) 

Other finalists: 

■ Capital Kitchen: 18 State St„ Montpelier. 

229-2305, capitalkltchenvt.com 
• Bed Bath & Beyond: 115 Trader Lane, Williston, 
878-9991 ■ 322 Route 7, Rutland, 747-5907, 
bedbathandbeyond.com 



BEST CHILDREN'S TOY STORE 


Woodbury 
Mountain Toys 

shop has helped customers find the perfect 
gift, be it a telescope or Lego set. Few toys 
sold here require batteries. "We’re going for 

Williams-Fox. (24 State St„ Montpelier, 223-4272. 
woodburymountaintoys.com) 

Other finalists: 

• HONORABLE MENTION: Buttered Noodles 

(closing): 64 Harvest Lane, Williston, 764-1810, 
butterednoodles.com 

• Jamie Two Coats' Toy Shop: 54 Falls Rd„ 
Shelburne, 985-3221. Facebook 

Shopping Center. Williston. 878-5434, 

- Toys "R" Us: 244 Retail Way. Williston, 



BEST FURNITURE STORE 


Burlington Furniture 
Company 

the hallmarks of this locally own^d store. 




everyone. 


I 


Anjou 

& the Little Pear 

S3 Main St. Burlington 1 802.S40.0008 1 anjouVT.com 


13 YEARS 


OF DAYSIES WINNERS 

Now available online at 

sevendaysvt.com/daysies 


I SEVEK DAYSIES 2015-16 
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BEST LIGHTING STORE 


Conant Metal & Light 

Owner Steve Conant and his creative crew run 

or contemporary lighting options, but the shop 
specializes In turning vintage objects into 
functional lighting and furniture. (270 Pine St, 
Burlington, 832-4482, conantmetalandlight.com) 
Other finalists: 

■ Barre Electric & Lighting Supply: 

B56 Barre-Montpelier Rd, Barre. 476-0280, 

• The Lamp Shop: 424 Pine St, Burlington, 
864-6782. thelampshopvtcom 

• Light Club Lamp Shop: 12 N. Winooski Ave, 

- The Lighting House: 3002 Shelburne Rd, 
Shelburne, 985-2204.vermontllghBnghouse.com 


BEST ANTIQUE STORE 


lez@t 

Camera 

BURLINGTON VERMONT 


Anjou & the Little Pear 

'Burlington’s greatest treasure hunt." Its 
showroom features an ever-changing selection 
of retro Danish and American home furnishings, 
local art and upcyded gems. (53 Main St, 
Burlington. 540-0008, anjouvtcom) 


Other finalists: 

■ Barge Canal Market: 377 Pine St, Burlington, 
309-9151, Facebook 

• Five Comers Antiques: 11 Maple Street, Essex 
Junction, 878-6167, 5comersantiques.com 

• Junktiques Collective: 324 N. Winooski Ave, 
Burlington. 865-9983, junktiques.net 

• Vintage Inspired Lifestyle Marketplace: 

180 Flynn Ave., Burlington, 488-5766, 


BEST PLACE TO BUY A COMPUTER 


Small Dog Electronics 


CHURCH STREET LEZOTCAMERA.COM 802.6S2.2400 


repair. (100 Dorset St, Soutl 
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For making us your favorite 
children's clothing store 
in the 201*1 Seven Daysies 
and for the votes this 


In 20 It, Once Upon A Child stores recycled over 56 million 
pieces of children's clothing, shoes, toys and baby gear 
back into commtrlties across the US and Canada. 

Once upow a child 

38 Toft Corners Shopping Center 
Voted 'I Best WilliSton, VT 05495 (802) 878-5434 

Children's clothing store www.onceuponachildwilliston.com 


Thank 



Staples: 861 Wllllston Rd, South Burlington, 
872-0260, staples.com 


BEST ADULT TOY STORE 


Good Stuff 



(21 Church St, Burlington, 658-6520 ■ 192 
Federal St, St. Albans, 524-6607 • 14 Sunset Dr, 



BEST CAMERA STORE 

LeZot Camera Shop - 
Burlington 

30-plus-year tradition of selling and repairing 
photography equipment. (34 Church St, Suite 3. 

Other finalists: 





BEST BRIDAL SHOP 


Fiori Bridal Boutique 





BEST AUTO DEALER 


The Automaster 


Shelburne filled with new and pre-owned 
Mercedes Benz, BMW. Honda and MINI vehid 
Check out the on-site museum. (3328 Shelbt 
Rd, Shelburne, 985-8411, theautomaster.con 


Other finalists: 

■ Burlington Subaru: 351 Shelburne Rd, 
Burlington, 448-3880, subaruvt.com 
• Handy's Service Center: 75 S. Winooski Ave, 
Burlington, 862-0656, handysservlcecenter. 


Heritage Toyota Scion: 1620 Shelburne 
Rd, South Burlington, 865-8200. 
heritagetoyotacars.com 
Shearer Chevrolet: 1675 Shelburne Rd, South 


BEST GARDEN CENTER 


Gardener’s Supply 
Company 

Founded in 1983 by Vermont gardeners, this 
employee-owned business provides everything 





RECORDS AND 
THE GETUP VINTAGE 

Montpelier is filled with unique boutiques, 
but the one that takes me to my happy 
place is Buch Spieler Records and, within it, 
the Getup Vintage. I browse the funny cards 
first — particularly the New Yorker cartoon 
selection. Overhead, leaning against a 
stained-glass window, is a giant cardboard 
cat that alarms visiting dogs. Vinyl records 
dangle from the ceiling like flat piriatas, and 
thousands of for-sale LPs span every genre 
and era. On the Getup side, colorful hanging 
dresses from yesteryear add festive frill. 

The record store, founded in 1973 by Fred 
Wilber and now co-owned by Xavier Jimenez 
and Knayte Lander, and the recycled-clothing 
enterprise, owned by Hannah Bean and 
Jeff Thomson, joined forces under one roof 
five years ago. It's a simpatico relationship: 
Here, the past is a present. 



ijT 


Outdoor Gear Exchange 

Thank You! 

for supporting your local gear 


Locals Pick the Best of Vermont ■ 2015 


Best Menswear Store 
IWUHI Best Men’s Shoe Store 
mum Best Ski/Snowboard Shop 

(inside Chittenden County) 

fWUSRBest Bike Shop 

(inside Chittenden County) 

ftUUgfl Best Outdoor Outfitter 


37 Church Street 


Burlington 





1 

| 
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3 * 


< MMJLAy 

Jewelry & Accessories 



57 Church Street, Burlington, VT • iowiu.ilovezinnia.com 


Thank you 
for your votes 
and for 
10 amazing 
years! 





"Vito Caro About Your Potsf" 


SEVEN DAYSIfS 


i 2500 Williston 
12455 Shelburn. 
OpenM-F 9-7 


iton • 802-862-5514 
802-985-3302 
n: 10-5 
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BEST RESORT SPA 

TOPNOTCH RESORT & SPA 

Here's a healthy prescription for the blues: Book yourself an hourlong massage at the Topnotch Resort & Spa. Once 
the knots, aches and pains have been kneaded from your back and shoulders, slip into the hot tub for a relaxing 
soak. Then don one of the spa’s soft terrycloth robes, order yourself a poolside mojito, kick back and forget about 
email and Monday mornings. If a few hours at the aptly named Topnotch haven't resulted in a significant attitude 
adjustment, check into a room and repeat as necessary. 


Humane Society of 
Chittenden County 


Oh my DOG 

Trainefl staff make sure yo 
has a doggone good time; 
boarding and training fadl 


Green Mountain 
Animal Hospital 







All the lines 
you love... 

La Mer 
Natura Bisse 
Bobbi Brown 
Trish McEvoy 
Laura Mercier 
SkinCeuticals 
Kiehl's Since 1851 


— Over 75 National Lines — 

Mirror Mirror 

makeup • skincare • day spa 


Corner of Main &C Battery, Burlington 
802.861.7500 • www.mirrormirrorvt.toin 
Mon-Wed 10-6pm, Thu-Sat 10-7pm, Sun 12-5pm 



5 


£ 


sq 


3 
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SERVICES? 


BEST PET GROOMER 

Doggie Styles 


Grooming & Boutique 

Aftera roll in something stinky, a pooch needs 
more than a squirt with a garden hose. Since 



BEST WEDDING VENUE 


Shelburne Farms 

Whether it's an Intimate affair at the Inn or 
a larger party at the Coach Barn, the formal 
gardens, award-winning locavore cuisine and 
Lake Champlain view make Shelburne Farms a 
spectacular place to get hitched. (1611 Harbor 
Rd., Shelburne, 985-8686, shelbumefarms.org) 
Other finalists: 

- The Barn at Boyden Farm: 44 Route 104, 
Cambridge, 598-5509, boydenfarm.com 

- The Essex Resort & Spa: 70 Essex Way, 

Essex. 878-1100, essexresortspa.com 

■ The Old Lantern Inn & Barn: 3260 Greenbush 
Rd.. Charlotte, 425-2120, oldlantern.com 



BEST CATERER 


Sugarsnap 









staffpick 

BEST PUBLIC BATHROOMS FOR NOOKY 


When sparks fly fast and hot, few experiences are more 
thrilling than a freaky romp in a public bathroom. But 
not all bathrooms are created equal. You'll need privacy 
— a single-occupancy situation — and space enough for 
two. There should also be other restrooms nearby. You 
don't want to bogart the only toilet for your lovefest; it's 
inconsiderate, and it vastly increases your risk of getting 
busted. (And imagine exiting, all hot and bothered, to a 
line of people waiting to pee.) Finally, you'll need a little 
ambience. jDuino! (Duende)'s sparkling, copper-clad 
commode offers flattering, gold-tinged light and just 
enough space for a standing quickie. Need more room? 
Rendezvous in the adjacent Lamp Shop's mirrored, low-1 
lavatory for a more laid-back erotic encounter. 


Stray Cat Flower Farm 

during the growing season. Available for 
weddings and at the Burlington Farmers Market 

straycatflowers.com) 

Other finalists: 

■ Chappell's Florist: 1437 Williston Rd.. South 
Burlington, 658-4733, chappellsfloristcom 


BEST REAL ESTATE AGENCY 

Coldwell Banker Hickok 
& Boar dm an Realty 


Other finalists: 



BEST REAL ESTATE AGENT 


Nancy Jenkins 

Nancy Jenkins' career in real estate began in 
1979 and has landed her on REALTOR magazines 







"TATTOOS 


f THANK YOU 

far voting us the 
best place for tattoo! 
every year over a dee; 


198 Pearl Street Burlington. Mon-Sot 12-8 Sun 12-6 


niramoo 

www.facebaok.com/yankeetattoa • 862-3328 


THANK YOU 

for the Daysie nominations! 


BEST ADULT TOY STORE 
BEST PLACE TO BUY A PIPE 
BEST PLACE TO BUY LINGERIE 


SEX, GLASS* &ROCK-N-ROLL 

Good Stll££ ADULT TOYS • SMOKING ACCESSORIES • NOVELTY GIFTS 
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Thanks 
to everyone 
who voted 
for me 
this year! 


Providing personalized 
real estate service throughout 
the Champlain Valley. 

(802) 989-2833 vermontgreentree.ci 


reentree 

Real Estate 

Katrina Roberts 
Broker/Owner 
katrina@vermontgreentree.com 


SEVEN DAYSIES 


Planet Massage 

CHANGING THE WORLD. ONE BODY AT A TIME 
Stress Relief- Deep Muscle -Neck/Back/Arm Pain -Injury Work 

802 655 2500 planetmassagevermont.com 



New England Federal 
Credit Union 

With nearly 90,000 members and SI billion 
in assets, NEFCU is the state's largest credit 
union. Besides offering loans, mortgages and 
credit cards, NEFCU is a community partner and 
benefactor of local charities. (800-400-8790 
nefcu.com) 

Other finalists: 

■ Merchants Bank: 800-322-5222, mbvt.com 

• North Country Federal Credit Union: 
800-660-3258, northcountry.org 

• Vermont Federal Credit Union: 658-0225, 
vermontfederal.org 

• Vermont State Employees Credit Union: 

800-371-5162, vsecu.com 


BEST MORTGAGE BROKER 

New England Federal 
Credit Union 

Buying a home? Refinancing one? The largest 
credit union in Vermont is also one of the most 
personable, from Its convenient Sunday drive- 
thru hours to the annual Shred Fest and Hard 
Drive Destruction. Oh. and its got some of the 
lowest interest rates around. (800-400-8790. 
nefcu.com) 

Otherfinalists: 

• Kelly Deforge, Union Bank: 30 Kimball Ave,, 
Suite 102 South Burlington. B65-1000. ext. 
15020, unionbankvt.com 

- Kim Negron. HomeBrldge Financial Services: 
302 Mountain View Dr., Suite 301, Colchester. 
846-4646, homebridge.com 

- Mark Chaffee, Mortgage Financial: 354 
Mountain View Dr„ Colchester, 658-5599, 
vermontmortgageadvisor.com 

• Spruce Mortgage: 430 Shelburne Rd., 
Burlington, 863-8816, sprucemortgage.com 


BEST DAY SPA' 


Oasis Day Spa 

Care for a Champagne body exfoliation? How 
about a pumpkin float? Oasis offers a long list of 
delicious-sounding body treatments — plus hair 
styling, nail art and massage — and promises 
to be a relaxing refuge from everyday life. (300 
Cornerstone Dr, Suite 220, Williston, 879-9499, 
vtoasisdayspa.com) 

Other finalists: 

■ Absolute Wellness Healing Spa: 4050 
Williston Rd.. South Burlington. 863-2200, 
absolutewelinesshealingspa.com 
• Cynthea’s Spa: 102 Church SL, Burlington, 
238-7524, cyntheaspa.com 

- Jivana Holistic Spa: 113 Church St, 
Burlington, 660-4772.jivanaspa.com 

- The Mini Spa VT: 166 Battery St, Burlington. 
658-6006, minispavt.com 

- Stephen & Bums: 116 Church St, Burlington, 
865-4766, stephenandburns.com 


BEST RESORT SPA' 


Topnotch Resort & Spa 

Stowe’s Topnotch is a perfect place to be 
pampered. Don a fluffy robe and sign up for a 
Maple Sugar Body Scrub or a science-y sounding 
Body Composition Analysis. Afterward, laze 
around the pool, meditate on the mountains or, 
hey, get another massage. (4000 Mountain Rd, 
Stowe. 760-6330, topnotchresort.com) 

Other finalists: 

• The Essex Resort & Spa: 70 Essex Way, 

Essex, 878-1100. essexresortspa.com 

- The Spa at Stowe Mountain Lodge: 

7412 Mountain Rd, Stowe, 253-3560, 
stowemountainlodge.com 

- Stoweflake Mountain Resort & Spa: 1746 
Mountain Rd, Stowe. 253-7355, stoweflake.com 

- Woodstock Inn & Resort: 14 The Green, 
Woodstock, 332-6853, woodstockinn.com 


BEST SALON (UNISEX) 


Indigo 

This upscale salon and perennial Daysie winner 
manages the ’dos of many men and women — 
"whether rocker or business chic" — with haircuts, 
coloring conditioning and styling. Services also 
include hair removal and makeup. (169 Battery St, 
Burlington, 865-2212 indigovt.com) 


BEST MANICURE/PEDICURE 


Perfect Nails by Thu 

Like the name says, the creative, quick manis 
and pedis here strive for perfection. They also 
benefit from the nail salon's belief that "glitter 
makes everything better." Hear, hear. (1 Market 
PI, Suite 21. Essex Junction, 288-8164, Facebook) 


Other finalists: 

■ Chop Shop Hair Design: 86 Main St, Burlington, 
660-4343, chopshophalrdesign.com 

- O'M Salon: 171 SL Paul SL, Burlington, 
660-9944, Facebook 

- Stephen & Burns: 116 Church SL, Burlington, 
865-4766, stephenandburns.com 

• Urban Salon Team: 120 Main St, Burlington, 
862-1670, urbansalonteam.com 


Otherfinalists: 

■ Bella Vie Nail Spa: 5649 Williston Rd.. 

Williston, 857-5889, bellavienailspa.com 
- Jennie Nail & Spa: 49 Church St, Suite 1072, 
Burlington. 859-9990, Facebook 

• The Mini Spa VT : 166 Battery St, Burlington, 
658-6006, minispavt.com 

• Tropical Nalls and Tan: 150 Dorset SL, South 
Burlington, 652-9776, Facebook 





BEST PLACE TO GET BODY ART 


Yankee Tattoo 






BEST HEALTH CLUB/ 
FITNESS STUDIO 


The Edge Sports 
& Fitness 

With five locations, the Edge makes 
swimming, spinning, tennis and physical 
therapy convenient for just about everyone 


own programs, camps and activities to make 
workingouuvorkwen. |75^Eastwood Dr, South 



Other finalists: 

■ Greater Burlington YMCA: 266 College St., 


rlington, 862-9622, gbymca.org 



BEST CAB COMPANY 


Green CabVT 



864-2424, greencabvt.com) ^ 

Burlington, 557-2461, dunwrighttaxi.com 



BEST MASSAGE THERAPIST 


Amanda Young, 

Shanti Mama Wellness 

There are many things that we cannot change. 




BEST YOGA STUDIO 


Laughing River Yoga 

The end goal of all those sun salutations and 
downward dogs? Healthy bodies and tranquil 

retreats, Laughing River's expanded studio now 
offers massage. (1 Mill St, Suite 126, Burlington, 
343-8119, laughfngriveryoga.com) 

Other finalists: 

• Burlington Yoga: 215 College SL, Burlington, 
658-9642, burlingtonyoga.com 

• Evolution Physical Therapy & Yoga: 

20 Kllburn St., Burlington, 864-9642, 



BEST AUTO REPAIR" 


Girlington Garage 


PollitL Girlington Garage is for anyone who's ever 
felt like they got screwed over at an auto shop. 

It promises high-quality car care with a side of 


clear communication and honest biz practices. 
(2 Harbor View Rd., South Burlington, 660-0055, 


Other finalists: 


Shelburne, 985-8411, theautomaster.com 
Heritage Automotive Group: 1620 Shelburne 
Rd., South Burlington, 865-8200 • 1600 
Shelburne Rd., South Burlington. 322-6962, 
heritagevt.com 

McCaffrey's Sunoco: 98 North Ave, 
Burlington, 862-9072, mccaffreyssunoco.com 
Nate's Automotive: 42 River Rd., Essex 

Pierre's Repairs: 53 Sears Lane, Burlington, 
660-0089, pierresrepairs.com 


BEST MARKETING/ 
ADVERTISING AGENCY* 


Fuse 

Celebrating its 20th anniversary this year. 
Fuse has a long history of helping high-profile 


target the most sought-after demographic of 
all: youth. (110 W. Canal St, Winooski, 864-7123, 
fusemarketing.com) 


Other finalists: 

■ Brandthropology: 266 Pine St, Suite 5. 

Burlington, 862-2400, brandthropology.com 
• Kelliher Samets Volk: 212 Battery St, 
Burlington, 862-8261, ksvc.com 
- People Making Good: 3 Main SL, 

Suite 214, Burlington, 863-3929, 
peoplemakinggood.com 

Winooski Ave.. Burlington, 660-2051, 



A destination built around a 


Refreshingly reimagined. 
And all Topnotch. 


topnotch 


f 3^ © S' IS 802,253.8585 • 4000 Mountain Rd. Stowe VT - topnotchresortcom 


BRAZILIANS. WAXING 
FACIALS • MASSAGE 


201 5 Best Day 
Spa Finalist 
2014 Best 
Massage Winner 


peti^ e Urbc)/-} 


1 04 Church Street 
Suite 12 • Burlington 

802.238.7524 

BOOKONLINE 

CYNTHEASPA.COM 
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BEST SOCIAL-MEDIA 
PERSONALITY 



In the past, a media organization has typically 
dominated this section of the Oaysies. But this 
year there's a clear individual winner: Sen. Bernie 
Sanders. Vermonters are feelin' the Bern; voters 
awarded the 2016 presidential candidate not one 
but two Daysies, for best social media personality 
and best Vermont story of the year. All we'd like to 
know is: Senator, will you intone some folk songs 
for us at the Daysies awards party? Pretty please? 

We'd also like to award special posthumous 
honors to longtime WCAX anchor and news 
director Marselis Parsons. Many of you nominated 
him for best local TV journalist shortly before his 
death in May. RIP, Marselis. We miss you. 

Seven Days readers stayed loyal to the vast 
majority of last year's media winners — including 
two of our own: Alice Levitt (for best print/online 
journalist) and Matthew Thorsen (for 
best photojournalist). They're flattered! 
Other individuals returning to our 
media hall of fame: WCAX anchor Darren 
Perron, Vermont Public Radio host Jane 
Lindholm, Planet 96.7 radio DJ Craig Mitchell 
and WPTZ meteorologist Tom Messner. With 
such seasoned pros in Vermont media, the 
forecast is looking sunny. 



BERNIE 

SANDERS 

He doesn't tweet cat photos or 
Instagram his latest meal in the 
Senate cafeteria, but Sen. Bernie 
Sanders (l-Vt.) certainly knows 
his way around social media. Or at 
least his tech-savvy staffers do: 
When the New York Times dubbed 
him "a king of social media" in May, 
the paper noted that the senator 
composes his posts on a yellow 
legal pad. Whatever the method, it 
works. More than 585,000 people 
follow his campaign and Senate 
Twitter accounts, while more than 
2.2 million like him on Facebook. 
More so than any other candidate, 
he’s used Reddit to draw huge 
crowds to campaign rallies and to 
channel small-dollar contributions 
to his campaign. If only Grandpa 
could master social media the way 
this 73-year-old has! 


BEST PRINT/ONLINE JOURNALIST 

Alice Levitt, Seven Days 





BEST PHOTOJOURNALIST 


Matthew Thorsen, 
Seven Days 

pages of Seven Days with his distinctively 
artistic images. As the newspapers first- 
ever staff photographer. he's become a 
fixture at community events such as the 
Winter Is a Drag Ball and Mardl Gras parade 
(matthewthorsen.com) 

Other finalists: 





BEST LOCAL TV JOURNALIST 


Darren Perron, WCAX 



■ Gina Bullard. WCAX: iffWCAX Jjina 
• Jack Thurston, NECN/WPTZ: ® JackNECN 


BEST LOCAL RADIO HOST 


Jane Lindholm, VPR 



BEST LOCAL RADIO DJ BEST TALK-RADIO SHOW 


Craig Mitchell, “Vermont Edition,” VPR 



BEST RADIO STATION 


Vermont Public Radio 



BEST COLLEGE RADIO STATION 


WRUV90.1FM 
Burlington (UVM) 



. WWPV 88.7 the Mike (Saint Michael's 
College): wrmc.middlebury.edu 






MATTHEW THORSEN, SEVEN DAYS 


staffpick 

BEST PUBLIC RELATIONS FLACK 

DOROTHY SCHNURE, 
GREEN MOUNTAIN POWER 

Officially, they go by "corporate spokesperson," 

"director of communications" or, if they're 
cops or soldiers, "public information officer." 

Journalists call them by one name: flack. 

It's what they get when events go awry 
for their organization — and what they give 
reporters if we flub a story about them. 

Vermont's press corps is blessed with many 
top-notch flacks, but few are as sharp as 33- 
year Green Mountain Power veteran "Dotty" 

Schnure, who knows Vermont's largest 
utility inside and out. It's a wonder no one's 
photographed her chain-sawing trees 
and reconnecting downed power lines 
after a major storm. 


BEST PHOTOJOURNALIST 


BEST METEOROLOGIST 


Tom Messner, WPTZ 

always set to sunny? We forecast no. (®TomMessner) 
Other finalists: 

■ Gary Sadowsky, WCAX: ®WCAX_Gary 



BEST SOCIAL MEDIA PERSONALITY 


Bemie Sanders 

Despite disregarding the conventional buzzwords and pithy posts, 
Vermont's 73-year-old junior senator has, in the course of his 2016 



BEST VERMONT STORY THIS YEAR 


Bernie Sanders running for president 

•Run, Bernie, runr Sen. Sanders heard the calls loud and clear and finally 
took the plunge for the presidency on April 30. Its not justa Vermont 






Technically, Matthew Thorsen became Seven Days' first-ever staff 
photographer in fall 2014. But the soft-spoken, fun-loving photog has been 
gracing our pages with his distinctly artistic viewpoint for all 20 years of the 
altweekl/s existence. Every week brings a new and unusual assignment (or 
three), be it photographing 
a group of Vermont furries 
or the food at a hot new 
restaurant. Thorsen has 
long been a fixture at local 
festivals — you've seen him 
as the seven-foot-tall, gold- 
headed skeleton with the 
camera strolling alongside 
the floats at Burlington's 
Mardi Gras parade. His 
work has appeared in local 
art galleries, as well as 
in his book of black-and- 
white portraits of '90s-era 
Burlington bands. Thorsen 
even served as Bernie 
Sanders' official 2006 
campaign photographer. 

If he ever comes calling 
to take your picture, you 
better answer the phone. 



sq 
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Vermonters, by and large, are 
outdoorsy peeps and probably don’t 
need to be told where to hike, bike, ski 
and swim. But we still want to know 
everyone's favorites. Some voters were 
not in sharing moods, however, and to 
those of you who wrote, “It’s a secret, and 
I'm not telling," we say, "Bummer." 

Luckily, other voters were far more 
forthcoming. (And, in case you're curious, 
the first-ever Daysie for a swimming spot 
goes to the Bolton Potholes.) You guys 
spilled your secrets on everything from 
best day hike (Camel's Hump) to best 
place to take your parents (Church Street 
Marketplace). (Side note to the person who 
suggested bringing the 'rents to Planet 
Rock, the state's lone strip club: LOL) 

In other exciting news. Smugglers' 
Notch shredded the gnar all the way to 
the Daysie for best ski/ride slope, 
leaving previous winner 
Stowe Mountain Resort in 
„ _ the, um, powder. And, new 

" this year, we asked you to 
name the best place to kayak or 
canoe. You answered in a landslide: 
Lake Champlain. Oopsie Daysie! That's a 
very big lake. Next year we'll 
ask you to be more specific. 



BEST PLACE TO SWIM 


BEST PUBLIC GOLF COURSE 


Kwiniaska Golf Club 



BEST SKI/RIDE SLOPE 


Smugglers’ 

Notch Resort 

The locals call it Smuggs, and it offers some of 



BOLTON POTHOLES 

A tucked-away gem for folks looking to cool off on hot summer days, the 
beautiful Bolton Potholes draw visitors from Chittenden County and 
beyond. Upsides: This natural swimming spot, with waterfalls flowing into 
a series of deep blue-green pools, is less treacherous than Huntington 
Gorge, there's no entry fee and visitors go home sans chlorine residue. 
Downsides: Parking on the curvy access road is a hassle at best and, at 
Worst, potentially deadly. Plus, unruly and inconsiderate visitors have 
burned enough bridges with the neighbors to justify them towing your 
illegally parked car. So if you go, be kind, pickup after yourself and don't 
dive in headfirst! 


BEST CROSS-COUNTRY SKI AREA 


Trapp Family Lodge 

In winter this 2,400-acre, Austrian-style 
resort is a cross-country ski center. In summer, 
it offers hiking, horse-drawn wagon rides, bird- 

meadow 8 (700 Trapp Hill Rd.. Stowe, 253-8511, 
trappfamily.com] 

Other finalists: 

• Bolton Valley Resort: 4302 Bolton Valley 
Access Rd., Bolton Valley, 434-3444, 
boltonvalley.com 

■ Catamount Outdoor Family Center: 592 

Governor Chittenden Rd., Williston, 879-6001, 
catamountoutdoorfami lycenter.com 

Craftsbury Common, 586-7767. craftsburycom 

• Sleepy Hollow Inn, Ski & Bike Center: 


BEST IN-STATE WEEKEND 
GETAWAY 


Jay Peak Resort 



Other finalists: 

■ Lake Willoughby: Westmore 



Stow 253-8511, tfappfamily.com 


BEST VERMONT DAY TRIP 
WITH THE KIDS 


Shelburne Farms 

Walk the paths, take in the views, visit the 
cheesemakers or pet baby animals at this 
1.400-acre nonprofit farm and education center. 
Don't miss dining in season, at the gorgeous inn 
overlooking historic flower gardens and Lake 
Champlain. (1611 Harbor Rd., Shelburne. 985- 
8686, shelbumefarms.org) 

Other finalists: 

• ECHO Leahy Center for Lake Champlain: 

1 College SL, Burlington, 864-1848, 
echovermont.org 

• Jay Peak Pump House Indoor Waterpark: 

830 Jay Peak Rd.. Jay 988-2611, 
jaypeakresort.com 

• Montshlre Museum of Science: 1 Montshire 
Rd., Norwich, 649-2200, montshire.org 

■ Shelburne Museum: 6000 Shelburne Rd., 


BEST FOOT RACE 

Vermont City Marathon 
& Relay 

Long-distance runners pound the pavement for 
this annual 26.2-mile course through the Queen 

raise everyone's spirits. (1 Main SL. Suite 304, 
Burlington, 863-8412, runvcm.org) 









website: Nancyjenkins. 


Vermont’s Best Realtor 


Flip through 
your favorite 
local newspaper 
on your favorite 
mobile device. 
(And yes, it's still free.) 


Google play 

• Available on th. Download the Seven Days app for free today at 

m AppStore sevendaysvt.com/apps. 


Refresh your 
reading ritual. 


SKMRACK 

Burlington's Community Bike, Ski & Run Shop since 1969 


Nancy and the Team are extremely 
grateful for being nominated as 


NANCYJENKINS 

REAL ESTATE 


Nancy Jenkins Real Estate 
120 Kimball Ave., Suite 110 
South Burlington, VT 05403 
802-846-4888 - 888-567-4049 


BIKE 

SKI & 

OUTDOOR 

Thank You Readers! 

85 Main St, Burlington 
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skirack.com | 802.658.3313 
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staffpick 
BEST PLACE TO 
CONTEMPLATE 
MORTALITY 


LAKEVIEW 

CEMETERY 


The lake view isn't the only 
distinguishing feature of this city- 
owned graveyard in Burlington. 
Established in 1871, Lakeview was 
designed as a "garden cemetery," 
full of ornamental 
f \ vegetation, fountains 

and winding paths, 
where townsfolk 
might enjoy a Sunday 
A picnic. The fountains 

have disappeared, 
CATHY but the leafy lanes 

resmer remain, meandering 

past tombstones of 
Vermonters including 
Union General George 
Stannard, who commanded troops 
at Gettysburg, and Warren Austin, 
the first U.S. ambassador to the 
United Nations. Painter Charles 
Louis Heyde, Walt Whitman's 
brother-in-law, is buried here, too, 
along with unnamed paupers and 
orphans. Need to do some serious 
thinking? A meditative stroll 
through this Victorian-era relic 
puts things in perspective. 


BEST PEOPLE-WATCHING PLACE 


BEST STATE PARK 


BEST PLACE TO BIKE 


1 — 











Church Street 
Marketplace 


Mt. Philo State Park 

Duds can drive up the 968-foot peak. Open 
from Memorial Day weekend through Colui 
Day weekend. (5425 Mt Philo Rd„ Charlotte 

Grand Isle, 372-4300, vtstateparks.com 


Burlington Bike Path 


Church Street 
Marketplace 

Mom and Dad in town? Take them to Burlington's 


Camel’s Hump 
State Park 


BEST PLACE TO SWIM* 

Bolton Potholes 


BEST PLACE TO KAYAK/CANOE* 

Lake Champlain 






Waterbury Center. 244-1226. vtstateparks.com 




CHURCH 

STREET 

TAVERN 


Burlington's Oldest & 
Most Popular Sports Bar 

103 Church Street 
www.churchstreettavernvt.corr 
(802)658-1309 
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THE FARMHOUSE TAP & GRILL 

AWARD-WINNING GASTROPUB 

VSortijo TAQUERIA Y CANTINA 

TAQUERIA & TEQUILA BAR 

GUILD TAVERN 

WOOD-FIRED GRILL, 

WINE SPECTATOR AWARD OF EXCELLENCE 

PASCOLO RISTORANTE 

HANDMADE ITALIAN CUISINE 

FARMHOUSE GROUP EVENTS 

PRIVATE EVENTS, WEDDINGS & MORE 



FarmhouseGroup.com // BURLINGTON 



